Brother must repay
€52m for Ferrari sale
The son of a Limousin industrialist must pay his
siblings €52 million over the illegal sale of the
world's most expensive car.
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Creuse a Covid
summer winner
With 90% of French taking
their holdays at home this year,
thousands have discovered
rural reas like the Creuse for
the first time.
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Demand for clarity
over new ETIAS forms

>> continued on page 5
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Vodafone reintroduces
roaming charges - pg 7
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S

in the EU, but anyone from
a non-EU country has to
apply for a visa, unless
they are on a special
list of 59 countries with
visa-free access. This list
currently includes the UK,
US, Japan and Australia
and nationals from these
countries can travel within
the EU's Schengen area
for up to 90 days without
a visa.
In order to boost the
overall border security
of the Schengen area,
the EU voted in 2016 to
introduce more controls
over the countries on this
special list, resulting in
the ETIAS visa waiver.
The system is very similar
to, and in fact based on,
the Electronic System
for Travel Authorization

More confusion over
licence swaps - pg 4

Vaccination programme on
course for 50m target - pg 8

The ETIAS authorisation will be
required by all Brits entering the
Schengen Area from the end of next
year, but far from Brexit red tape,
the UK led calls for its introduction.
enior politicians
in
the
UK
have urged the
government
to
provide
the public with more
information
concerning
ETIAS, a new travel
authorisation
document
that British people will
need when travelling to
France and other Schengen
countries when it comes
into effect at the end of
next year. The European
Travel Information and
Authorisation
System
(ETIAS) is a document
that all non-EU people
with visa-free access to
the EU will be required
to have in order to visit
countries
within
the
Schengen Area (*).
Citizens of EU countries
are able to travel anywhere

INSIDE > > >

Josephine Baker to
enter Panthéon - pg 10

Bugle Business Directory

6 pages packed with local, English-speaking
businesses where you can find anything from
a Handyman to a Hairdresser. See pg 14-19.
Also online: www.thebugle.eu/directory.php
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T

hese days I tend
to most notice the
passing of time via
recurring
events.
There are the usual
big
hitters
like
Christmas, birthdays, Easter, etc.,
and then the ones that gather fewer
headlines such as the longest day
of the summer or the first daffodils
of the year. For quite a while now,
another event that looms large in the
annual calendar is la rentrée, when
the nation's children all head back to
school.
This always seems like a much
bigger deal in France than it did in
the UK, although this is quite likely
down to the fact that I didn't have kids
back then. Firstly, la rentrée is a big
deal in terms of the sudden logistical
changes to the daily routine: late
nights can cause big problems for the
ridiculously early starts, for adults
as well as kids. After two glorious
months of getting up pretty much
when you feel like it, the first time
the alarm goes off at 6:30 and you
know that you will be herding cats
for the next hour and a half is soul
destroying.
Admittedly it is an awful lot worse
in the depths of winter when it is
pitch black outside and it literally still
feels like the middle of the night,
but at least Mother Nature has the
good grace to ease you into that

one slowly throughout the autumn.
The pain of the early starts - and the
daily stress of finding the shoes and
coat that one of them has inevitably
and inexplicably lost in the last 60
seconds - is mitigated somewhat by
the sheer bliss of having the house to
yourself for a few short hours. Many
parents will tell you the house isn't
the same without them and they miss
their kids when they're at school... I
am not afflicted with this condition!
The other significance of la
rentrée is that it so clearly delineates
the stages of a childhood. Looking
back through the photos on most
parent's phones, you will no doubt
find a series of almost identical shots,
all timestamped early September:
an obedient child, stood bolt upright
next to the front door, wearing their
favourite new outfit and weighed
down by a rucksack that looks far
too big for them. It would be an
interesting experiment to create a
flick book from a childhood of these
identikit images, each separated by
exactly one year. You could print a
dozen of them out chronologically,
flick through and watch a child age a
decade in under a second.
Moving up a class always feels
like a big deal to a child, moving up a
school is monumental, and with three
kids, almost every rentrée represents
a milestone of some description for
someone. We've yet to get to exam
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years in this house, but I imagine
these are also big moments.
Along with birthdays, la rentrée
is the other major point in the year
when you step back, look at your kids
and wonder where on earth the time
went.
Not all major, life-impacting
events happen at the same time of the
year, however. Some are a moveable
nightmare and can strike out of the
blue: a slipped disc, a crashed car... a
visit from the in-laws.
A more cynical person than myself
may argue that the silver lining to
the Covid cloud was the inability of
houseguests to turn up at a moment's
notice, steamroller into your home
and take over. After nearly 20 months
of knowing exactly where everything
lives and more or less running my
house as I see fit, the in-laws found
a window in the quarantine rules and
informed me they needed picking
up from the airport. “Oh, OK, no
problem,” I lied unconvincingly.
“How long will you be staying?”
“Only three-and-a-half weeks,”
came the earth shattering reply. Only.
ONLY!!
The trip was made all the more
remarkable by the fact that they
serenely dodged almost every hurdle
that life could throw at them. For
a while I thought I was safe. My
mother-in-law had the dreaded
Indian Astra-Zeneca vaccine which
was not recognised by France. “Not
to worry,” I consoled them. “We can
always rebook for next year.” Nope,
at the eleventh hour, the French
relaxed that rule and we were back
on.
But wait... Amber Plus to the
rescue! They'd still have to quarantine
for ten days and had appointments
they couldn't miss on their return.
“Not to worry,” I consoled them. “We

can always rebook for next year.” No
such luck. BoJo saw fit to downgrade
France to Amber a matter of hours
before they were due to fly out.
My last hope was the seemingly
labyrinthine bureaucracy required to
get as far as the plane doors.
When I say that my father-in-law
is bad with computers, imagine what
you think I mean, then give that
person a lobotomy and a blindfold.
Countless telephone conversations
have begun with his catchphrase: “I
think the internet is broken again.”
So how was he going to get
vaccination declarations, PCR test
results and passenger locator forms
all digitised and uploaded to the
airline's website? I was sure I was
safe so long as I didn't answer the
phone when he inevitably called for
help. Yet there they were, walking
through the doors of the terminal,
ready to rearrange my kitchen, insist
that 17:30 is far too late for dinner
and inform me, on an hourly basis,
that I didn't in fact want to do it like
that, I wanted to do it like this.

I must be honest, I smell a rat.
While my wife denies it to my face,
they could only have achieved it with
inside help and I suspect I have been
betrayed.
Putting my sensible hat back on
for a second, regular readers will
hopefully have already sprinkled on
the generous pinch of salt with which
that last rant was written. During the
past 18 months, once again seeing
family and friends has been the light
at the end of a very dark tunnel for
many of us, and it was actually quite
nice to see them in real life... just
don't tell them I said that!
Until next month...
Steve Martindale, Editor
www.thebugle.eu
facebook.com/The BugleFrance

CONTACT us
Tel: 06 04 17 80 93
General:
editor@thebugle.eu
Advertising (EN):
sales@thebugle.eu
Publicité (FR):
pub@thebugle.eu
Subscriptions:
subscriptions@thebugle.eu

Copy deadline

15th September
for October's edition

Find us on Facebook...

www.facebook.com/TheBugleFrance

2021

FRENCH NEWS ♦ 3

SEPTEMBER 2021 ○ THE BUGLE ○ www.thebugle.eu

Limousin man to refund siblings
over world's most expensive car

What's in a name?

© Brian Snelson (WikiCommons)

A

long-running sibling rivalry
over the sale of one of the
world's most expensive cars
has finally come to an end after France's highest appeal court, the Cour
de cassation, ordered a Limousin man to
pay his brother and sister €52 million in
compensation. The car in question is a rare
1964 Ferrari 250 GTO, which was sold in
2004 to a Taiwanese billionaire for €38
million, making it the world's most expensive car at the time.
The three siblings are the inheritors of
the late Pierre Bardinon, a Creusois industrialist who made his fortune through the
family's luxury leather business. A huge
car fanatic, Pierre amassed an enviable
collection of classic sports cars during his
life, the crown jewel of which was the Ferrari 250 GTO which has been described as
the Mona Lisa of sports cars. Only 36 were
ever made, with just three racing models
leaving the famous Maranello factory in
1964.
Pierre Bardinon was such an enthusiast,
he even had a racetrack built on his private
estate where celebrities like Johnny Hallyday would come to race the classic sports
cars in his collection. The great Enzo Ferrari himself once said he had no need for
a Ferrari museum as Bardinon had already
created one.
Pierre's son, Patrick Bardinon, claimed
that his father had given him the Ferrari in
1978 after feeling guilty that his son had
almost died in a car crash after inheriting

his love of fast cars. Pierre Bardinon died
in 2012, followed by his wife soon after,
leaving a fortune which exposed his heirs
to hefty French inheritance taxes, forcing
the sale of a number of cars.
Patrick's brother and sister disputed their
brother's story over the ownership of the
250 GTO, claiming in court that he “secretly removed the car from the collection
one morning at dawn”. A series of court
rulings have previously found in favour of
the siblings, most recently in 2020 when
the Limoges appeal court ordered Patrick
to reimburse the sale of the car, plus interest and penalties. “My sister received payouts from my father her entire life, without

Would you like
to advertise your
business on
these pages?
sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

ever working, and my brother got money
when his businesses weren't doing well,”
Patrick said before the appeal began. “I
find it unseemly of them to challenge our
father's decisions now.”
With no further avenues of appeal, this
aspect of the legal battle is now over, but
the war looks set to continue. According to
the family's lawyers, while the exact number of cars that remain in the industrialist's collection is confidential, Pierre Bardinon's fortune is still estimated at between
€250 million and €400 million euros.
The collection has been placed in sequestration while the siblings' wider fight
over their inheritance continues. ■

Y our first name will often give a
big hint as to your age, with fashions
changing and world events influencing the choice of future parents – not
many choose to call their child Alexa in the modern world. The HauteVienne recently released a list of the
top ten most popular baby names in
2020, and at first glance, many of
them would be equally as common
on a UK school register.
The trend is most notable among
the baby girls, with the top 10 featuring Louise, Emma, Jade, Nina,
Rose, Alice and Julia. Among the
boys top ten are Arthur, Louis, Paul
and Jules.
There were a total of 2,133 babies
born in the department last year, 972
girls and 1,1661 boys, and the current trend in France also continues
to move away from traditional hyphenated first names. There were
none among the newborn boys and
only Lily-Rose among the girls, the
name given by Vanessa Paradis and
Johnny Depp to their eldest child.
The full lists, and the number of
babies with the name, are:
GIRLS - Louise (35), Emma (26),
Jade (21), Nina (18), Romane (18),
Rose (18), Alice (17), Julia (16),
Agathe (15), Inès (15)
BOYS: Gabin (28), Arthur (27),
Louis (26), Gabriel (25), Raphaël
(23), Maël (22), Paul (22), Jules
(20), Noé (20), Léo (19) ■

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
in the LIMOUSIN
Houses on Internet is a marketing service that
allows private owners of French property to sell
their house without using an estate agent. A
method that has proven to be very successful.
How does it work?
1. We make a website for your property in
English, French and Dutch. The main
website is available in Russian too.
2. We connect that website to our main site
which gets over 130,000 visitors from 40+
countries per month.
3. We advertise your property on several
international French-property websites. This
way we reach 1.5 million people a month
worldwide.
What does it cost?
We ask a contribution to the advertising cost
up front and after the sale a fee of 2.5%, which
is included in the selling price.
Houses on Internet operates throughout
France with a staff of 7 professionals and 89
local photographers who visit our clients to
take photos and gather all information.
For more information, visit our website or give
us call us at +31 (0)6 41 20 73 69.

WWW.HOUSESONINTERNET.COM
Plus Vite!

Moins Cher!

TIM SMITH
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR JOINERY
All types of work undertaken, including:WINDOWS & DOORS
KITCHENS & FITTED WARDROBES
DECKING & GATES

Tel: 06 71 00 04 44
timsmith1966@icloud.com

WWW.SALUTFROMFRANCE.COM
Siret:- 891 508 756 00014

The Spectrum IFA Group
International Financial Advisers

TONY FARRELL

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL ADVISER
The Spectrum IFA Group - with over 20 years'
experience advising expatriates throughout Europe
on all aspects of financial planning.

t: 05 55 89 57 94 - m: 06 15 28 54 82
e: tony.farrell@spectrum-ifa.com

TSG Insurance Services S.A.R.L. Siège Social: 34 Bd des Italiens, 75009 Paris R.C.S. Paris B 447 609 108 (2003B04384) « Société de Courtage d’assurances »
« Intermédiaire en opération de Banque et Services de Paiement » Numéro d’immatriculation 07 025 332 –www.orias.fr
« Conseiller en investissements financiers », référencé sous le numéro E002440 par ANACOFI-CIF, association agréée par l’Autorité des Marchés Financiers »
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Russell Waite T.P. • Fosse Septique specialist LOCATION et VENTE de matériel T.P.

•
COMPACT’O MICRO STATIONS •
Rock wool Filter
•
•
•
•
•
DISTRIBUTOR OF

Traditional systems
Micro stations
All to new 64.1 regulations
Planning arranged
Axa France decennial insurance
In stock - Factory supplier
Free on-site quotation

Hire and Sale of mini excavators and other small machinery
wide range of mini excavators
dumpers
compactors
micro tractors
plant trailers
Rubber tracks / Buckets and parts supplier

Driving licence swap confusion continues

M

any people attempting
to
swap their UK
driving licence
for a French one in the last few
years have reported confusion,
complication and consternation. With Brexit throwing a
spanner into the works, applications were for a long time
not even being accepted, let
alone processed. The system is
now up and running again (see
last month's edition), although
currently only for those whose
licences have expired or have
fewer than six months to run.
Under the recent UK-EU
driving licence deal, British
driving licences issued before
2021 will continue to be recognised for expats resident in
France. According to the British Embassy, new arrivals in
France with licences issued
since the beginning of this
year will have one year from
the date of issue of their residency permit (titre de séjour)
to apply for a French replacement.
For existing French residents

whose British licences are
coming up for renewal in the
next six months, applications
to swap these for a French licence must be made via the
Ants website (ants.gouv.fr).
You may also be required to
swap to a French licence under
certain circumstances, whatever your current expiry date,
such as after committing a
driving offence that results in
the loss of points – unlike the
UK, French licences are issued
with 12 points, which are then
progressively removed for any
offences committed.
Recent confusion has centred around the need for an “attestation de droit de conduire”
- or attestation of the right to
drive - when applying for a
licence exchange, and The
Bugle has received numerous
enquiries as to what this document is and where you can get
it from. The answer is that it
is a formal document issued
by the DVLA called the D737
Certificate of Entitlement.
This D737, which must be
dated in the last three months,

confirms that a motorist still
has the right to drive in the
UK and that a licence has not
been suspended or withdrawn.
To receive a D737, you must
first download and complete
form D888 from the www.gov.
uk website.
There have been reports that
in certain situations, a sim-

pler solution may be accepted.
The UK government provides
an online service called a
“check code” which allows
UK licence holders to obtain a
screenshot showing up-to-date
information on their licence
and driving entitlements. This
contains similar information to
the D737, but is not an official

document. This can be quicker
as the D737 must be processed
and posted out from the UK,
but if in any doubt, or if time
is on your side, it may be safer
to just apply for a D737 via the
DVLA website. The “check
code” solution will definitely
not work, for example, if your
licence has expired. ■
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Renovations
New Builds
Roofing

Trust in us for the realisation of your dream home

paul.rands@orange.fr | 05.55.66.44.06 | Visit our website for more information: www.lanoneix.com

Calls for clarity over new ETIAS forms
>> continued from pg 1

(ESTA) used when visiting the United
States. The ETIAS application process
is quick and simple, and will cost €7
per person when it comes into force,
with each authorisation valid for three
years and multiple visits. Applications
are necessary for leisure, business or
transit.
Whilst the ETIAS is not a visa - it
is much quicker, cheaper and simpler
to obtain - it will work in a similar
way in that visitors will have to apply
for approval before traveling to a
Schengen country and also provide the
document at the border when entering.
The details required in applications will
include passport details and personal
information (name, address, date of
birth, etc.), as well as information
concerning health, criminal records and
previous EU immigration history. This
information will be checked against a
European database and applications
can be refused on security grounds.
It is not currently clear how strict the
rules will be, but ESTA requests in the
US are routinely denied for those with
serious criminal convictions including
assault, arson, theft and fraud.
“The ETIAS system will cross-check
travellers against EU information
systems for internal security, borders
and migration before their trip, helping
to identify ahead of time people who
may pose a risk to security or health,
as well as compliance with migration
rules,” the European Commission said
in a recent statement.
In the UK, there has been little
mention of the new requirements,
with any coverage by the papers often
misinterpreting the changes as Brexitrelated: one recent article in the Daily
Express labelled the scheme a “Brexit
revenge tax”. In the article Tory MP
Peter Bone “lashed out” at the scheme
as a sign of anti-Britishness in the
wake of Brexit, saying: “It doesn’t
surprise me, it’s just another part of the
anti-United Kingdom attitude they’ve
taken since we’ve left the EU.”
In reality, the system was approved
in 2016, several months before the
Brexit referendum, with the UK
one if its most vocal backers. It also
applies to 59 separate countries, only
one of which recently left the union.
“The UK government was one of its
biggest supporters, obviously prior to
the referendum, and ETIAS was seen
as part of the digital securitisation of
borders that the UK wanted to lead
on in the EU,” former Labour MEP
Claude Moraes told The Guardian.
Both Prime Minister David Cameron
and then Home Secretary Theresa May
are understood to have supported the
concept, although they never expected
to have to join. If the UK had remained
an EU member state, British nationals
would have been exempt from the form
filling - and associated charges - due
to a special non-Schengen status that

the Republic of Ireland continues to
benefit from to this day.
This has led to increasing calls for
clarity and education of the wider
public on what the changes are and how
they will affect travellers in the very
near future. “There has been almost
no coverage of this in the UK and I
imagine this is also the case for British
citizens living abroad,” said Baroness
Sally Hamwee, a Liberal Democrat
politician and the chair of the House
of Lords Justice and Home Affairs
Committee. “There are logistical
problems, political issues, and legal
and ethical issues as well. We should
be giving individuals information
about a system when they don’t really
know how it will operate. Where there
can be profiling based on information
given, it is something the government
needs to deal with publicly.”
When the system does eventually go
live, applications must be made online
– postal applications will not be
possible. According to the European
Commission, the process should take
less than 10 minutes to complete and
95% will be approved within minutes.
Where more checks are required, the
process could take up to 96 hours and if
additional documentation is requested
from the applicant, processing times
could potentially take up to four
weeks.
ETIAS will work in conjunction
with another digital security system
also set to come into effect in the first
half of 2022 - the Entry/Exit System
(EES). The EES is an electronic
passport check which will record the
details of non-EU citizens entering the
Schengen area, including a visitor's
name and passport details as well as
entry and exit dates, a photograph and
an image of the traveller’s fingerprint.
This will replace the current need
for a physical passport stamp, a
requirement that was reintroduced for
British passport holders travelling to
the EU in January this year.■

WHAT IS THE SCHENGEN AREA?
The Schengen Area comprises 26 European countries that have officially abolished all passport and all other types of border control at their mutual borders. The
area mostly functions as a single jurisdiction for international travel purposes and
is named after the agreement signed in 1985 in Schengen, Luxembourg. Following the UK's exit, 21 of the 26 European nations are members of the Schengen
Area. Of the remaining five, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, and Romania are legally
obliged to join in the future while the Republic of Ireland maintains an opt-out
and instead operates its own visa policy.
While not full members of the EU, the four European Free Trade Association
(EFTA) member states - Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland - have
also signed agreements in association with the Schengen Agreement. Three European micro states, Monaco, San Marino, and the Vatican City, are also de-facto
members of the Schengen Area.
The area has a total population of 420 million people with 1.3 billion Schengen
crossings taking place each year, including 1.7 million people commuting for
work daily. A massive €2.8 trillion of goods are transported frictionlessly by road
across Schengen borders each year.
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Pick-up pool party

Cigarette butt fire fears

Let us sell your
French home!
MULTI-AWARD WINNING ESTATE AGENCY

Our enquiries have gone through the
roof and we have 1000s of registered
clients looking to buy at all budgets, in your
area. Contact Beaux Villages Immobilier today!
We offer - • A market leading, award winning service
• A valuation based on current, local market conditions
• A dedicated contact to guide you through the whole process
• Worldwide marketing through our own website and the most
effective portals Email: mel.dixon@beauxvillages.com
OUR
PICK OF
THE BEST

EXCLUSIVE

EXCLUSIVE

Oradour, Haute-Vienne €307,400
Has the wow-factor. Ref:BVI60720

Mézières, Haute-Vienne €177,120
Ideal smallholding. Ref:BVI60721

Bourganeuf, Creuse
€145,800
Golf course views. Ref:BVI26157

Beaux Villages
IMMOBILIER

Freephone from France 08 05 69 23 23
www.beauxvillages.com

hectares and claimed two lives in the
Var department, is currently believed
to have also been started by a discarded cigarette. At the height of the blaze
1,100 firefighters and 250 fire engines
from across the country were tackling
the massive inferno.
In total 7,500 people were forced
to evacuate their homes and 26 people were injured. When the fire was
eventually brought under control, all
of the forests in the Var and Bouchesdu-Rhône departments remained offlimits to visitors and large areas of the
coastal Côte Bleue and the Massif des
Calanques were also closed due to the
imminent threat of wildfire.
The vast majority of the recent fires
have been down to a combination of hot
weather and human stupidity, but unfortunately, arson is often a major cause
and another potentially fatal incident
was narrowly avoided in the Var department when alert motorists spotted a man
trying to start a fire with a lit branch.
The 56-year-old man was stopped by
several passers-by who saw him alongside the coastal road between Rayol
and Cavalaire, just south-west of SaintTropez. The locals performed a citizen's
arrest - which is legal in France if someone is caught in the act of carrying out a
serious crime - and extinguished the fire
using bottles of water and floor mats,
narrowly avoiding further devastation.
The man was taken into custody by local gendarmes and is due to appear in
court shortly. ■

SALUBER

06 04 17 80 93 - sales@thebugle.eu

A

fter a decidedly average July, temperatures soared in early August
leaving many struggling in the sweltering heat. One enterprising driver in the south of France came up with a unique technique to keep
himself and his friends cool... although it would ultimately land him
in hot water!
After stopping a suspicious-looking pick-up truck on the roads of Balaruc-lesBains in the Hérault department, gendarmes were shocked to find a makeshift
pool in the back, containing five people enjoying a refreshing open-air dip. The
ingenious swimming pool had been created by lining the cargo area with a heavyduty tarpaulin, but unfortunately for all concerned, this is obviously completely
illegal.
As well as fining the five bathers for travelling without a seatbelt, the driver
was also fined for driving while drunk. Posting an image of the mobile pool on
Twitter, the local Gendarmerie reminded the public that “If the heat does go to
your head, alcohol will not help your decision making... drink water!” ■

Do you have a business to shout about?

Gendarmerie de l'Hérault - @Gendarmerie_034

A

French motorist has been
punished by Spanish authorities for throwing a cigarette
butt from the window of his
car. Police in Catalonia filmed the man,
whose car was registered in the southernmost Occitanie region of France,
near Girona where high temperatures
at the time had led to a significant risk
of wild fire. The case has added significance following a series of deadly
wildfires that have ripped through large
parts of Europe.
The incident came weeks after 415
hectares in the nearby Cap de Creus national park burnt down, with investigators believing the root cause to be a discarded cigarette. Angry Spanish locals
helped spread the video, the clip went
viral and, with his number plate all over
the internet, the man eventually handed
himself in to police and received a €200
fine.
Under French law, drivers who throw
cigarette butts from their vehicles face
a fine of up to €135, although if the
act results in material damage this can
rise to €3,750 and six months in prison.
Harsher sanctions are also possible if
the resulting damage is “significant”.
This relatively minor incident, that
may otherwise have been of little interest to the country's press, has been
given added significance following the
number - and size - of fires that have
devastated huge swathes of forest in
France this summer. One of the largest
conflagrations, which consumed 7,100

Mental and physical
health support

Mental health management, counselling
and therapies.
Disability equipment assessment and training.
Independent living support
for advancing years, post hospital,
ongoing illness or injury recovery.
Home adaptations for mobility,
self care and safety.
Please see our website for more information.
Daniel Sinclair BSc (Hons), MBA, MRCOT, HCPC.
Fully registered and insured.
Occupational Therapist/ Ergothérapeute.
Email:daniel.sinclair@saluber.co.uk

www.saluber.fr
Siret: 893 265 058 00014

Tel: 06 61 82 37 79

FRANKLINS REMOVALS

We have ECMT permits to allow us to operate
to and from France in the event of a no-deal Brexit.

A family business offering a quality,
professional service since 1985
● Packing services
● Full/part loads to & from the UK
● Vehicles transported
● Containerised storage
● Competitive prices
● Transit/storage insurance

Contact Stephen or Ben Franklin:

0044 121 353 7263

sales@franklinsremovals.co.uk
www.franklinsremovals.co.uk
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British Market Stall

Family run business based in France
which prides itself on a personal
professional service

For the tastes you miss from the UK
We are open 10am - 4pm, Mon-Fri
ZA Les Bois Verts, Le Grand-Bourg
... and can deliver in the Creuse
britishmarketstall@gmail.com
facebook.com/britishmarketstall

Call Andy & Cris...

7 tonne truck to and from the UK and Europe,
with a highly experienced staff. We provide a door-to-door
service with packing and dry, secure storage.
We are a professional furniture removal company
and NOT a man and a van.

+33 (0)6 79 23 57 09
+33 (0)7 69 14 49 73
siret: 824 386 551 00017

TRANSITION REMOVALS

Phone: (+33) 05 55 34 19 46 - Mobile: (+33) 06 80 75 87 14
Email: p.evans@orange.fr - www.transitionremovals.net
siret: 482 524 907 00011
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France 2 mistakes Tour Vodafone latest to bring
de France winner for back roaming charges
part-time leisure cyclist

C

hris Froome may not have set the world alight during this year's Tour de France,
but he did hit the headlines during a recent news bulletin on forest fires in the
south of France. As a huge inferno raged in the Var department, state broadcaster
France 2 ran a news piece on the dangers of wild fires during the height of summer and the road closures aimed at preventing further outbreaks.
During the segment, the reporter is heard explaining that local authorities had recently
warned of a “very severe risk” of forest and bush fires across much of the south of France,
leading to the closure of some remote roads in higher areas. A gendarme can be seen blocking traffic in the middle of the road as the voiceover explains that “No one gets through, not
even this randonneur à vélo,” a term which translates as 'leisure rider' or 'cycling tourist'.
In no time at all, eagle-eyed viewers spotted that the man under the helmet, who politely
says “Okay” before heading back down the mountain, was in fact cycling royalty: four-time
Tour de France winner Chris Froome. While understandable, the gaff was made all the more
embarrassing by the fact that France 2 is the national broadcaster of the world-famous race,
with Froome's face amassing a significant amount of screen time on the channel over the
past decade.
For his part, the cycling great saw the funny side, later taking to Twitter to post a Strava
summary of his ride, showing he eventually completed the 180 km circuit, which included
over 3,000 metres of vertical climbing, in just over six-and-a-half hours. He accompanied
his post with a winking emoji and the title “A holiday bike ride...”.
After coming back from a career-threatening crash in 2019, Froome has struggled in the
last twelve months and finished a disappointing 133rd in this year's Tour de France. He has
skipped the final grand tour of the year - the Vuelta a España – preferring to concentrate on
one-day classics and shorter stage races in bids to find the form that saw him dominate the
cycling world for much of the last decade. ■

F

ollowing hot on the heels of mobile operator EE reintroducing roaming charges, Vodafone has now announced that it too will soon be charging British customers to use their
phone while abroad in Europe. According to the telecoms company, from August new
and upgrading customers will have to pay £2 per day to access their call and data allowance while in the EU, although the charges will not be enforced until 6th January next year. In
“better” news, travellers to Europe can reduce these daily costs to just £1 by purchasing a roaming
package priced at £8 for 8 days or £15 for 15. The new charges will also not apply in the Republic
of Ireland.
Industry insiders had been predicting the changes since Brexit finally became official earlier
this year, despite Britain’s biggest networks – O2, Vodafone, Three and EE – assuring customers
in January that they would still be able to use their phones at no extra cost while travelling in Europe. Since 2017, mobile networks in EU countries have been banned from charging customers
extra to use their phones in other member states.
“In the aftermath of Brexit, the UK’s biggest mobile providers all said that they had no immediate plans to change their charging models for consumers roaming within the EU,” said Ernest
Doku, a mobile expert at Uswitch.com. “It’s hugely disappointing for consumers to see that situation change so quickly. This is ultimately a backwards step for consumers. Unfortunately, when
one provider makes such a bold decision it can mean that others follow. Always use hotel and cafe
Wi-Fi when on holiday where possible.”
Other experts have also conceded that the move is an inevitable consequence of Brexit.
“Wholesale roaming rates will change given UK's exit, and this in turn will inevitably drive
higher prices without EU protection. It's a pretty easy decision for UK telcos,” explained Paolo
Pescatore, an analyst at PP Foresight who described the price changes as a “harsh reality” of
Brexit. “All the operators are struggling with margins being squeezed, and are seeking ways of
increasing revenue while investing billions in costly next generation fixed and mobile networks.”
The move has left many customers understandably frustrated, given the previous commitments
not to reintroduce roaming charges. “This isn't what Brexit is meant to be. I voted leave to make
things simpler, to stop having to follow rules made up by someone I didn't vote for. This is worse
than it was before,” one customer, David, told Euronews. The former landlord had planned to
move to Portugal when he retired in 2018, but was unable to arrange residency. “This stupid
roaming stuff is just another way we are getting shafted. I don't understand how these companies
can be allowed to lie to us like this. It's unacceptable.”
France’s leading mobile providers - Orange, SFR, Bouygues Telecom and Free - have all said
that they will not be reintroducing roaming charges for customers travelling to the UK after
Brexit. There is, however, nothing stopping these companies from also changing their minds in
the future. ■

ORDER YOUR FIREWOOD TODAY

05 55 08 67 16 - 05 55 63 72 45
Limousin Wood Pellets

Seasoned wood, stored under cover - logs of 25/33/50 cm
Available to collect on site:
Compressed logs - Pellets - Chestnut fence posts
ZA du Petit Bonnefond
87250 ST JUST LE MARTEL
FR 01380564526 RCS Limoges 2004 8 365

3 TONNE 360 EXCAVATOR WITH DRIVER
HYDRAULIC BREAKER - HYDRAULIC THUMB/GRAB
BOOM MOUNTED LASER LEVEL
DÉCENNALE INSURANCE
BASED IN HAUTE-VIENNE (87130)
CONTACT STEVE - EMAIL: SNILLOC62@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
MOB: 06 47 08 13 45 - UK: +44 (0)7831 121 019

SIRET: 880 273 222 00013
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France races towards vaccination targets

F

rance lifted almost all remaining
restrictions at the start of the summer holiday season, although the
pass sanitaire system did come
into force across the country and maskwearing has remained a requirement in
many situations. At the time, many feared
that this opening up would lead to a fourth
wave, a surge in cases of the Delta variant
and an inevitable lockdown in the autumn.
While the number of cases did initially
shoot up rapidly in early July and pressure
on the country's hospitals began to steadily increase, infection rates at first stabilised at just below 30,000 per day before
beginning to slowly fall in August. With
just a week to go before the end of the
summer holidays, the consensus among
experts was that the country had already
passed the peak of the current wave, and
that the threat of a future lockdown was
increasingly unlikely.
The pass sanitaire requirements for cafés, bars and restaurants remain wildly
unpopular amongst a minority – marches
against the system still attract a hundred
thousand protesters – but the move appears to have helped avoid a significant spike during the lucrative summer
months, despite the country welcoming
tourists from across much of the world.
Many believe, however, that requiring
people to be fully vaccinated – or take
a PCR test – before going out to meet
friends was only ever partly a public
health move and was at least as important
in persuading a hesitant, but significant,
minority of adults to get themselves vaccinated.

“It should be remembered that we had
a fairly good rate of vaccination until the
end of May, but as soon as the lifting of
the restriction measures was mentioned,
this slowed down some people’s motivation,” said Philippe Amouyel, professor of
public health at Lille University Hospital.
“They saw this deconfinement as a reassuring message that made them put off
vaccination until later. So we had to find
a way to motivate the population, and the
health pass obviously had the desired effect.”
Experts believe that another crucial step
in defeating the virus through vaccination
lies with the country's teenagers, and with
la rentrée fast approaching, the threat of
having to homeschool unvaccinated secondary school students has also had a significant effect on vaccination rates. From
September, if a student tests positive for
Covid-19 then all non-vaccinated classmates must self-isolate – and homeschool
– for at least one week. Fully vaccinated
students can remain at school.
Put simply, there has been an implicit
pressure on working parents to consider
vaccination and avoid having to take time
off to manage isolating children. The result is that eight days before schools go
back, 58% of all 12 to 18-year-olds have
already received at least one jab, despite
only being eligible since the end of June.
After a relatively slow start due to limited supply, the government's “carrot and
stick” approach has led to France achieving one of the highest vaccination rates
in the world, despite also having one of
the highest levels of vaccine hesitancy in

Europe. For comparison, since 26 August,
France has more single and double-jabbed
people than the UK, and throughout July
and August has been administering more
than double the number of daily doses
than our neighbours to the north. Future
vaccination appointments already booked
via the Doctolib website suggest that the
current rate of vaccination will not drop
significantly in the coming month.
Ministers have recently confirmed that
they are confident the country will soon
hit its ambitious target of 50 million people receiving at least one jab; if not by the
end of August as hoped, then certainly in
the days that follow. France has a total

Ian Scott

Would you like
to advertise your
business on
these pages?

English Hairdresser

Rue Chez Boutique
87330 Saint-Barbant

Tel: 00 33 (0)5 55 60 08 46

Wanted:
Experienced
shopfitters 06 16 91 64 67
Experienced shopfitters required for installs across France:
Joiners, electricians, labourers, merchandisers, IT literate
people for software updates in shops also required.

Email: contact@reactive-resource.com

population of 67 million, almost identical
to the UK.
With so much still unknown about
the long-term efficiency of vaccination,
the threat of new variants and what may
happen when winter hits again, the future is far from certain. The country is
in a relatively strong position, however,
in the battle against a virus that most
now accept we will have to learn to live
with. Furthermore, there also appears to
be cause for cautious optimism that the
country has collectively done enough to
avoid the re-introduction of any major
restrictions on civil liberties in the coming months. ■
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Fosse-Septique23.com

Steve. JOHNS. SARL

Domestic sewage treatment specialists.
Planning permission arranged. Inspections.
Design. Supply. Full/Part installations.
10-year decennial insurance cover.

• Micro stations • Traditional Fosse septique systems • Compact filter systems • Filter bed systems
• Drainage problems • Design / supply / installation service • DIY and Trade kits now available.

05.55.64.11.73

info@fosse-septique23.com

Siret: 824 706 444 00018

A cleaner future today

25 years experience. Free quotations.

06.70.47.52.96 (English Technician)
06.49.48.39.62 (French Technician)

Creuse tourism benefits Village celebrates 100th
from "staycationing" birthday of US soldier

W

© Chadel (WikiCommons)

A

small town in Normandy has unveiled an enormous banner celebrating the 100th
birthday of an American paratrooper who helped liberate it in 1944. Thomas 'Tom'
Rice was a soldier in the famous 101st Airborne Division that landed in Carentan-lesMarais as part of the D-day landings and had initially hoped to visit France and parachute back into the village on his birthday, but the recent travel restrictions made that impossible.
Instead, he was able to watch the celebrations online, telling the town “I hope we’ll meet again
and shake hands once more. That would be wonderful!” Tom did still take to the skies to celebrate
his one hundredth birthday, parachuting onto Coronado Beach in his native California . He was
joined by members of San Diego’s military community and hundreds of spectators who turned
out for the event. Tom said he was still hoping to make it to the small village in 2022, following
a previous trip in 2019 to celebrate 75 years since the D-Day landings.
“On the night of June 5, 1944, as we boarded the planes that would lead us into combat, I am
not sure that we realised the full extent of the dangers and difficulties we faced, or if we thought
to the hundreds of thousands of other men who have faced similar or even worse trials, but if we
had known all that, it would not have made any difference to us. We were ready and almost eager
to go into action and get the whole bloody thing over with,” Tom recalled.
The 101st Airborne were among the 13,000 paratroopers who landed in northern France as part
of American efforts to secure Utah beach. After achieving their objectives, Tom returned to England before being dropped in Holland and fighting in the Ardennes, where he was wounded. Once
recovered, he would also later take part in fighting at Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest in Berchtesgaden,
Germany. ■

ith uncertainty surrounding international travel restrictions, many families
made the decision to “staycation” this summer and holiday within France.
One of the big beneficiaries of this appears to have been rural France and, as
was the case last year, the Creuse has proved an incredibly popular destina-

tion.
At the start of the summer season, as all restrictions were lifted and tourists left the major
cities to spread across the country, coastal regions and other traditionally popular areas
saw their Covid incidence rates soar. Creuse, however, with its wide open spaces and low
population density remained one of the “safest” parts of the country. At the time of going
press, the “green and blue” department was the only green department in the country, with
fewer than 50 cases of Covid per 100,000 residents. Furthermore, the department is not only
blessed with an outstanding natural beauty, but also has large, relatively cheap accommodation, temperate but sunny weather and a wealth of outdoor activities.
“It's a first for us!”, said one young family, interviewed by La Montagne newspaper,
who said they had been attracted by the kayaking, walking and VTT (vélo tout-terrain, or
mountain bike) trails on offer in the Creuse. “Big gîtes and loads of VTT routes, having
fun in nature with the kids,” agreed another family that had travelled just two hours from
Clermont-Ferrand to holiday in the area.
“When we booked, it was the only department in France with a green infection rate. And
you don't have to wear your mask everywhere you go!” explained Sylvie and Yves, who
had travelled down from Brittany and booked their summer accommodation near to Guéret.
The low rate of Covid was also the main attraction for Pascale and Olivier, visitors from the
Charente. “We recently had Covid and had not made any plans at all,” said the couple, who
booked “at the last minute”, and described their holiday as “a wonderful coincidence”.
With so many discovering the region for the first time due to the pandemic, the local tourism sector is hoping that the memories made will encourage more families back in the years
to come. ■

The Royal Air Forces Association is a membership organisation of serving and
former members of the Royal Air Force, their families and dependants and all those
supporting the aims of the Association. It is the largest single-service membership
organisation in the United Kingdom and has around 65,000 members and over 400
branches in the UK, Europe and overseas.
The Royal Air Forces Association Sud-Ouest France Branch was formed over 35 years
ago by the Marquis d’Amodio and serving RAF officers who were supplying the

RAFA Sud-Ouest France - Tel: 05 46 95 38 89
www.rafasudouest.fr - admin@rafasudouest.fr

Jaguar Force with equipment from Mérignac air base.
The Sud-Ouest Branch covers a vast area of SW France from the Loire Valley to the
border with Spain and inland to include the Limousin and Midi-Pyrénées.
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Josephine Baker inducted into the Panthéon

T

he government has announced
that Josephine Baker, the famed
dancer, singer, actor and Resistance fighter, will be entered into
Paris' Panthéon mausoleum in November, making her the first black woman to
receive the honour. The Panthéon is the
burial place of the most celebrated French
icons such as scientist Marie Curie and
writer Victor Hugo. Only five women are
currently among the 80 national heroes to
have been given the honour – Baker will
become the sixth.
Joséphine Baker's family and supporters
had been campaigning for years to have her
contribution to French history recognised.
“She was an artist, the first black international star, a muse of the cubists, a Resistance fighter during the Second World War
in the French army and active alongside
Martin Luther King in the civil rights
fight,” a petition supporting the campaign
said.
Born into poverty in Missouri in 1906,
Joséphine Baker rose to international stardom after moving to France to pursue a career in show business. During her early career, Baker was renowned as a dancer, and
was among the most celebrated performers
to headline the revues of the famous Folies
Bergère in Paris. In later shows in the capital, she was often accompanied on stage
by her pet cheetah “Chiquita”, who was
adorned with a diamond collar. The cheetah frequently escaped into the orchestra
pit, where it terrorized the musicians, adding another element of excitement to the
show.
When she appeared in the 1927 silent film
Siren of the Tropics, she became the first
black woman to star in a major motion picture and would go on to enjoy international
stardom in the 1930s. Ernest Hemingway
called her “the most sensational woman anyone ever saw”, and Picasso drew paintings
depicting her alluring beauty.
She married French industrialist Jean
Lion in 1937, taking French nationality
and renouncing her US citizenship. During
the Second World War she was known for
aiding the French Resistance. At the start

of the war, Baker used her position in high
society to rub shoulders with high-ranking
Japanese officials and Italian bureaucrats,
reporting back any information she gathered about troop movements. When the
Germans invaded France and took Paris,
she moved to the Château des Milandes,
her home in the Dordogne, where she
housed people who were eager to help the
Free French effort led by the exiled Charles
de Gaulle, supplying them with visas.
After the war, she would be awarded the
Croix de guerre by the French military for
her efforts, and was named a Chevalier of
the Légion d'honneur by General Charles
de Gaulle. She would later go on to support the civil rights movement in the US,
playing to sold-out crowds, but refusing
to perform for segregated audiences. In
1963, she spoke at the March on Washington at the side of Reverend Martin Luther
King Jr, all while wearing her Free French
uniform emblazoned with her Légion
d'honneur medal. “I have walked into the
palaces of kings and queens and into the
houses of presidents. And much more,” she
told the huge crowds, who later that day
would also listen to Martin Luther King's
“I have a dream” speech. “But I could not
walk into a hotel in America and get a cup
of coffee, and that made me mad. And
when I get mad, you know that I open my
big mouth. And then look out, 'cause when
Josephine opens her mouth, they hear it all
over the world!”
Over the course of her life, Baker adopted 12 children, who all lived at her Dordogne estate. Believing that “children of
different ethnicities and religions could
still be brothers”, she adopted children
from Morocco, Korea, Japan, Finland and
Venezuela, forming a family she referred to
as “The Rainbow Tribe”.
On 8 April 1975, Baker starred in a retrospective revue in Paris, celebrating her 50
years in show business. The show was met
with rave reviews and the opening-night
audience included Sophia Loren, Mick
Jagger, Shirley Bassey, Diana Ross, and
Liza Minnelli. Four days later, Baker was
found lying peacefully in her bed after suf-

fering a cerebral haemorrhage, surrounded
by newspapers with glowing reviews of her
recent performance.
Baker became the only American-born
woman to receive full French military hon-

ours at her funeral, before being buried at
a cemetery in Monaco. While she will be
honoured at the Panthéon in a ceremony
this November, her body will remain in
Monaco. ■
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Purple Solutions
Garden Maintenance
Do you have a garden? Home, cottage or holiday home?
Call us on 06 72 87 87 14 or contact us via
Facebook or email - Leave details and job description.

Recently re-located to Confolens
and looking for customers

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93

sales@thebugle.eu
Toll-free travel on the
World's largest cruise
Mediterranean Motorway ship takes to the water
purplesolutionsgardenmaintenance
email: sryanhill@rocketmail.com

F

or many expats, one of the advantages of living in central and southwestern France
is not only the lifestyle, but also the proximity to so many other activities, be that
skiing, beaches, mountains, or even other countries. Those who regularly head
south to Spain will be pleased to hear that their journey is about to become cheaper
after authorities south of the border announced they were scrapping tolls on the so-called
“Mediterranean Motorway”.
A busy tourist route, the AP-7 links the Occitanie region of France with the Costa Brava in
Spain. Drivers typically join the motorway south of Perpignan before heading due south for
170 km to arrive on the outskirts of the Catalonian capital, Barcelona. While tolls remain for
the short section on the French side between Perpignan and the Spanish border, motorists
will save €14.80 in each direction on the remainder of the route.
The removal of toll roads has been a policy of the socialist government of Pedro Sanchez,
much to the anger of regional authorities which stand to lose tens of millions in tax revenues
each year. The latest changes also see a 100 km stretch south of Barcelona becoming toll
free, along with other busy sections across the country.
With toll roads providing a significant part of the overall cost of long-distance travel by
road, there has never been a better time to head south for a cafe con leche and explore what
Spain has to offer. ■
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C

rowds gathered recently in Saint-Nazaire as the world's largest cruise ship set sail for
four days of testing. Named “Wonder of the Seas”, the 364-metre-long giant is 40 metres longer than the Eiffel Tower and has been built at the famous shipyard for cruise
liner Royal Caribbean International.
Originally planned for delivery in 2021, the recent pandemic has resulted in minor delays, but
the company is now confident the giant ship will enter service next year where it will operate in
the Chinese market, carrying passengers between Shanghai, Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea and
Vietnam.
The Wonder of the Seas is the latest giant cruise liner to enter the Royal Caribbean fleet, joining
its “little” sister, the Harmony of the Seas (2016), which was also built in Saint-Nazaire, as was
the former largest cruise ship in the world, Symphony of the Seas (2018). The newest addition
weighs 230,000 tonnes, can carry 7,000 passengers and comes complete with 4 swimming pools,
2,867 cabins and 4 bridges. It also features a zip line and the Ultimate Abyss, the tallest water
slide on the oceans, as well as twin rock climbing walls, an open-air theatre and “the first living
park on the sea”, which will be home to 20,000 plants.
After its sea trial, Wonder of the Seas will return to Saint-Nazaire on the Atlantic coast where
finishing touches will be added before the cruise ship heads to Shanghai in time for its maiden
voyage in March 2022.■

TEDDY

Mobile Ladies and Gents Hairdresser

Covering the whole of La Creuse

CHARITY SHOP

Do please come in and visit us.
We are located at:
3 rue Nationale, 16150 Chabanais
(entrance opposite the mairie, directly behind
Petticoat Lane – we are on the first floor upstairs)

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesday & Wednesday 10 am – 4 pm
Sorry – no books or electrical goods

2021
Cut and blow dry - €28
PR
Colour cut and blow dry - €50 ICES
High lights/low lights, cut and blow dry - €60
Gents cut - €12

Call Teddy:
T: 06 15 78 18 04

E: edwardberridge@outlook.com
Like me on Facebook for updates

@teddyhairdressing
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Leggett Immobilier - join the team

here are still leaves on the trees and
the sun has finally arrived; wherever
you are it's been a long time coming
and is much appreciated by those
of us currently enjoying life in France. Real
estate agents more than anyone depend on fine
weather to capture the beauty of each property
they mandate as photos are so important for
potential buyers.
Everyone has a story about their search for
the perfect French home and having a local
agent who understands the processes and
possible pitfalls of buying and selling property
in France is so important to ensure everything
runs smoothly.
It’s very rewarding for an agent when a
client is introduced to the perfect property.
Whether countryside, beachfront, or city ....
permanent residence or holiday home!
Finding the right property for a client and
seeing the process through to the moment a
buyer holds those all-important keys is what
agents do best and brings a huge amount of
job satisfaction. It’s hard work, of course,
and takes commitment, determination and
perseverance along with a high standard of
training in order to become a successful agent
but the rewards are tenfold and once you are
up and running the possibilities are endless.
Each French property is different and the
jewels are still out there just waiting to be
found, and the agent just never knows what’s

W

behind closed doors until they step inside ...
that all exciting moment of discovering those
charming original features or new designs
where owners have truly expressed themselves.
It has to be said that sometimes interior design
should be left to the professionals and the
charming features are often a little Dickensian
and one wonders if Miss Haversham isn't
lurking in the attic! But that's the joy of the job
... every day is different!
Being self-employed allows the freedom
and flexibility of being your own boss, no one
wants to go back to the old 9 to 5, particularly
if having just moved to France you are still
negotiating a deluge of friends and family
popping over for the first of many visits or you
might be mid renovations on your own dream
home.
At Leggett Immobilier the agents benefit from
a 100-strong Head Office support structure as well
as local and regional teams, so whilst independent
they are also very much team players. Spare a
thought for the agent who had settled down on
the sofa on a Sunday evening with a mug of tea to
watch a re-run of Downton Abbey; clients can
wish to visit at the drop of a hat so all agents need
to be ready and willing!
Leggett boasts over 30 different nationalities
within their salesforce and language skills
are absolutely key in real estate; with 24%
of all non-resident British buyers trusting
Leggett Immobilier with their purchase and

50% of Leggett business being French they
completely understand the importance of a
multilingual business and are, therefore, the
only real estate agency in France to offer
language courses to their entire salesforce, so
along with the Leggett professional Induction
and Post Induction Training they’ve pretty
much got it covered!
If you think becoming an independent sales
agent with Leggett Immobilier might be for
you then why not contact Head of Recruitment
Lorraine Deuré to find out more. Leggett are

recruiting new agents throughout France and
most specifically in the following areas: Bellac,
Montluçon, Nontron, La Rouchefoucauld,
Saint-Junien, Issoudun, Bourges, Ussel,
Issoire and Guéret.
Get in touch today for a copy of the online
recruitment brochure and an invitation to join
the next Leggett Recruitment Webinar (29th
September 2021):
recruitment@leggett.fr
+33(0)5.53.60.82.77

Blackberries (or brambles?)
by Julia Watson

hen I ran away to live in
a tiny village on the top
left hand side of Greece,
opposite Corfu and beneath
the mountains of Albania, I was taught
to forage by its venerable women. In late
spring and early autumn, we would climb
the foothills with sharp pointed knives to cut
wild herbs and greens, or stab into the soil to
lift edible roots.
What astonished me, given their vigilance,
was the way they ignored the blackberries
growing in profusion around them. This may
have been because historically, the plants,
stems and bark were brewed for medical use
as a cure for stomach ulcers. I feel honoured
to say I could repay their generosity over
sharing with me their plant knowledge to
show them how blackberries could be made
into compotes to go with yogurt or a version
of the jellies so popular in Greece to offer a
visitor with a tiny cup of strong coffee.
Not so long ago, the BlackBerry was a
popular Canadian brand of smartphones,
beloved of serious techno geeks, and killed
off by its insistence on sticking with its own
in-house systems in 2016 while the rest of
the world took up with Android and iOS.
Now all we’re left with is the fruit, a relation,
would you believe, of the rose family.
It’s also related to the raspberry, which you
may have guessed when attempting to lever
out the tiny seeds of both from the crevices
in your teeth. The significant difference
between them is the fact that the stem or
‘torus’ remains inside the blackberry when
picked, while with the raspberry it remains
behind on the branch.
The Greeks may not have employed the
fruit. But its earliest known consumption
has been established in the remains of a
Danish woman known as the Haraldskaer
Woman, preserved in a bog and dating from

around 2,500 years ago. Then there is a
1696 English record of the fruit, the London
Pharmacopoeia, showing blackberries were
used to make wines and cordials. Think
about making a Cassis-style liqueur with
them.
The berries, leaves and stems have also
been used to dye fabrics and hair. Native
Americans have even been recorded using
the stems to make rope. Planting the shrubs
around buildings, crops and livestock to
create protective barriers against enemies
and large wild animals was common both
in Europe and in North America. But if all
you want to do is eat them, you should know
that as well as being free if you go out and
pick them, blackberries offer the highest
antioxidant activity of commonly consumed
fruits, next to pomegranates. 100 grams of
them deliver 10.2 grams of carbohydrates,
5.3 of which are fibre, double the fibre
content of blueberries more usually punted
for that ability.
You can tell if a person comes from
the north or the south of England by how
they describe the fruit. In the south, it’s
a blackberry. In the north, it’s a bramble,
named after the impenetrable thicket on
which it grows.
Given blackberries mature at the same
time as apples, it makes an obvious pairing
for delicious seasonal pies and crumbles.
But think about using them as a main course
ingredient. This recipe pairs them with grilled
chicken, extending the use of the barbecue
just a few weeks more. But here it’s cooked
under an oven grill, in a recipe that works
equally well with ducks’ legs and thighs.
Julia Watson has been a long-time Food
Writer for newspapers and magazines in the
US and the UK. She writes 'Tabled', a weekly
food blog at juliawatson.substack.com

Ingredients
170g blackberries
1/4 cup water
2 tablespoons white wine vinegar
1 tablespoon sugar

2 tablespoons cold butter cut into cubes
1 tablespoon whole-grain mustard
4 chicken thighs
4 drumsticks
salt and black pepper
Flat-leaf parsley

Heat the grill to medium. In a small saucepan, combine blackberries, water,
white wine vinegar and sugar and simmer, mashing occasionally, until the
liquid has reduced to about 2 tablespoons, 18 to 20 minutes.
Stir in the butter, a cube at a time, and the mustard. Pour half the glaze into
a bowl and reserve.
Pat the chicken pieces dry on paper towels. Season with salt and black pepper. Grill, skin-sides up, covered with a sheet of aluminium foil for 15 minutes. Uncover, baste with some of the glaze and grill, turning and basting
repeatedly until cooked through, 10 to 12 minutes.
Sprinkle with fresh flat-leaf parsley and serve with the remaining glaze.

Would you like to receive an electronic copy of The Bugle each month?
We can deliver a copy to your inbox, hot off the press

Simply email - subscriptions@thebugle.eu
For more details visit www.thebugle.eu
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Dog Guest Home Architectural
(NOT KENNELS)

Activities
& Leisure

Guitar Lessons
ONLINE

(FaceTime/Zoom/Skype)
Electric - Acoustic - Bass
All styles
Prices from €18
annajburton@hotmail.com
+33 (0)6 70 01 63 82
+44 (0)7738 224 020

Your dog(s) looked after indoors at our
country home with a safe enclosed garden area.
One full acre - fully fenced.
Walked twice a day in local woods and fields.
Must be able to socialise with other dogs.
Free introductory trial: morning or afternoon.
Nr. Châteauneuf-La-Foret, Linards.
30 mins from Limoges airport.

20€ / night

Animals
& Pets

Caring, quiet accommodation
just for cats
JUNCT 22 off A20, Arnac la Poste

Alison & Ray

Tel: 05 55 60 27 83

champlongchatterie@gmail.com
www.champlongchatterie.com
SIRET: 520 896 671 00010

Carpenter

New build?

•Stairs (can custom build)
•Doors •Windows •Fitted Kitchens
•Floors (wooden, laminate, etc.)
•Fitted Wardrobes & Cupboards
Over 40 years experience

All types
Best Rates
Available Immediately
References available
Call Mark:

Tel: 05 53 52 36 05
SIRET: 493 770 358 00015

At Masterplans.eu we can help guide you
through your planning application in France.
From initial feasibility to completed dossiers.
We will compile all the relevant drawings and
complete the necessary paperwork to ensure
your application proceeds smoothly.
We are equally at home working with clients
here in France or those living abroad.

Registered Car Mechanic

05.55.81.31.85

See Display Ad Below

Building
Services
Architects/Surveyors

Champlong
Chatterie

SKILLED JOINER

waggingtails87@hotmail.com

RING BILL!

06 04 17 80 93

Renovating your
French property?

DRAWING
SERVICE

lavieilleabbaye@orange.fr

Auto & Bike
Services

CHARTERED
STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER

Pre-purchase & Structural Surveys.
Verbal & written reports.
Structural calculations & drawings.
Redevelopment ideas & solutions.

Tel: 05 55 80 72 83
Mob: 06 33 07 29 72
Email: info@masterplans.eu
www.masterplans.eu
Siret: 790 016 984 00011

Can your
business fill
this space?

Web: www.versineer.com
Email: enquiries@versineer.com

06 04 17 80 93

RING BILL!
Registered
Car Mechanic

CALL: 06 80 58 06 08
Siret: 492 869 649 00029

Neuvialle Menuiserie

Mike Christie
05 55 64 35 11 / 07 61 76 97 41
see main ad below

CARPENTER
AND BUILDER
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1986

www.jonesentreprise.com
Jeff Jones: 05 55 62 46 21
Mob: 06 38 25 74 62
email: jones23entreprise@orange.fr
siret: 810 322 123 00011

Your
advert
here

Give us a call or send
us an email:
sales@thebugle.eu

Siret: 498 843 051 00018

Will Fit For You:

Portfolio available to view at

Tim Haw B.Eng C.Eng M.I.Struct.E

FR: 0033 (0)6 52 06 22 79
UK: 0044 (0)7448 466 662

06 04 17 80 93

DAVID CARDWELL
PROFESSIONAL

BUILDER

■ ... much more
Dept. 23 & surrounding areas

Tel: 05 55 98 24 12 - Mob: 07 82 78 01 31
Email: dave.cardwell@yahoo.co.uk

(contrôle technique)

06 71 00 04 44
see main ad - pg 3

06 45 82 34 03
Siret 798 692 778 00011

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Building Services
Electricians
& Plumbers

INSTALLATION23
Qualified & specialising in:
• Electricity
• Plumbing
• Small renovations
(bathrooms, kitchens, etc.)

Fully registered & insured
English & Dutch spoken
Based in the east of Creuse
Call or email Rob:
E: installation23@gmail.com

M: 06 40 56 96 12
Siret: 753 054 030 00014

NEUVIALLE MENUISERIE
JOINERY

no job too small - very competitive rates
30 Years’ Experience Joiner
Kitchens, Bedrooms & Bathrooms
Flooring & General 2nd Fix
Finishing, Joinery & Decking
Emergency Lock Services
Mike Christie
05 55 64 35 11 (Home)
07 61 76 97 41 (Mobile)
mgchristie2013@gmail.com

Siret: 802 265 728

■ Services
■ Brakes
■ MOT Prep

Home renovations / Ground works
Block works / Verandas, Abris & Terraces
Barn doors & Shutters
Also available: digger & driver
Planning permission assistance and design available
HNC and ONC qualified, 15 years experience & 7 in France
Based near Lubersac (dept 19)

05 55 81 31 85

Handholding & Language >> pg 17-19
Health & Beauty
>> pg 19
Insurance & Finance
>> pg 19
Pools & Spas
>> pg 19
Property Sales & Maintenance >> pg 19
Retail & Commerce
>> pg 19
Scrap & Clearance
>> pg 19
Transport/Removals/Storage >> pg 19

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Tim Smith

Dossiers prepared
Permis de Construire
Déclarations Préalables

Siret: 792 142 341 00017

>> pg 14
>> pg 14
>> pg 14
>> pg 14-17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17

Building
Services
Carpenters/Joiners

10 € / half day
Call Jane:

05 55 00 34 79/06 18 58 93 88
or Emily: 06 71 15 15 65

Your
advert
here

SIRET: 494 617 798 00017

Activities & Leisure
Animals & Pets
Auto & Bike Services
Building Services
Chimney Sweeps
Computers, TV & Satellite
Food & Drink
Garden Services
Gifts & Crafts
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Maurice Baynes

PLUMBING
& HEATING

Domestic and commercial
Bathroom design
and installation
Heating systems
Tiling and full fit out
Fully Insured
All areas covered
mauricepbaynes@gmail.com

Tel: 07 87 01 70 30
siret: 887 841 088 00016

Building
Services
Fosses Septiques

Fosse Septique 23
Steve. JOHNS. SARL

Fosse Septique Specialists
Planning permission arranged
Design and installation
Supply and servicing
DIY and trade kits
Free site visit and devis

05.55.64.11.73
06.70.47.52.96
siret: 824 706 444 00018

Entreprise
Electricité Générale
All aspects of electrical
works undertaken
Departments 36, 23, 87 & 86
UK / French Satellite and TV
Aerial installations
Décennale insured

06 16 91 64 67

contact@reactive-resource.com
www.reactive-resource.com
Siren: 808 481 170

SALAMANDRE

électricité
Keith SLOPER

Tel: 05 55 64 94 20
Mob: 07 86 38 09 61
* Qualified electrician
* All types of electrical
works carried out
* Free estimates
* Fault finding
* Consuel certification arranged
* Temporary and permanent
EDF supplies arranged
* Departments 23 and 87
No Siret: 494 916 760 00015

Aquatiris

Ecological Septic Tanks
www.aquatiris.fr
06 95 09 13 71 - pg 3

Septic Tank
Installation
Service

Reed Bed Sanitation Systems
Sewer Connections
Compact Filters
www.fossepro.com
Tel: 06 33 78 24 23
fossepro@orange.fr

LVL

Les Vidanges Limousines
▪ Emptying septic tanks
▪ Unblocking pipes
▪ Cleaning wells
▪ Group rates available
between neighbours
Call David - 24/24 7/7

06 49 66 44 25
87800 Jourgnac
Siret N° 750 725 780 00019

Carlos

Electrician/Plumber
05 55 62 63 82
see main ad below

Building
Services
General
Dave Cardwell - Builder

SVH
CONSTRUCTION

All building work undertaken
No job too small
City & Guilds and NVQ
Qualified tradesman
Over 35 years experience
in the construction industry
Based in dept. 23

Mob: 07 85 51 42 66
Tel: 05 55 83 04 11

stevehow101@googlemail.com
Siret: 848 602 934 00012

WASTE REMOVAL
SERVICES

• house/barn clearance
(pre sale / post sale)
• garden/land clearance
• dechetterie runs
• rubbish removal
Specialist equipment available:
• tractor with flail mower,
rotavator, etc.
• vehicle with 1.5 tonne crane

05 55 37 45 35

wasteremovalmultiservices@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/
siret 532 981 198 00015

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
A Horrocks & Son
Building and restoration work

06 26 97 28 54
see main ad below

Max Huggett

Experienced and fully
registered builder with 10
year Décennale Insurance
Offering a broad selection of building
services in depts. 87, 19 & 23.
From one off installations to complete
renovations, construction, decorating,
landscaping and ground works.
E: info@maxhuggett.com

Your
advert
here

The Reclamation Yard

06 04 17 80 93

Confolens

T: 05 55 69 37 64
M: 06 86 62 59 37

semm main ad - pg 8

English & French spoken - Siret: 518 511 340 00011

05 55 98 24 12

See our Display Ad pg 14

05 45 30 72 04

www.maxhuggett.com

HANDYMAN/DIY
Can I help you with those jobs
you don't want to do?

• Painting/Decorating • Labouring
• Pressure Washing • General DIY
No job too small, just give me a call!!
All areas covered - Based nr Aubusson (23)

05 55 83 02 77 / 06 30 90 58 90
jonathanpiddock@orange.fr
Siret: 523 955 151 00015

La Noneix

Construction
& Property Services

Established, Professional and
Personal Building Services. Fully
registered with décennale
insurance covering all works.

Can your
business fill
this space?
Give us a call or send
us an email:
sales24@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

Davis & Davis

●Renovations
●New builds ●Roofing
●Stonework ●Carpentry
●Ground works

35 years' Experience in Construction,
Renovation & Project Management

05.55.66.44.06
www.lanoneix.com

Barn conversions, loft conversions, new-build,
drylining, plastering, rendering, spray
rendering, tiling, installation of kitchens/
bathrooms, painting, carpentry, replacement
doors & windows, velux installation, groundworks, landscaping, decking & much more...

Large or small projects undertaken
- please view our website.
Contact: Paul or Joanne Rands

Paul.rands@orange.fr
SIRET: 501 144 596 00019

Quality Workmanship Guaranteed
Internal/ External Developments

Entreprise
Hines

05 55 60 29 50 / 06 04 13 30 57

● Roofing - New & Repairs
● Masonry
● Plastering
● Dry Lining
● Sand Blasting
● Scaffold Hire
● ... and much, much more

Masonry
& More

Building & Renovation

40 years qualified experience

05.55.89.69.46
www.entreprisehines.com
robert.hines@orange.fr
SIRET: 503 169 237 00016

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

STEVE'S
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Roofing,
Building,
Renovations,
Plastering & stud walls,
... and more!
Fully insured.
e: lowe.steven@orange.fr

t: 05 55 50 52 02
m: 07 66 52 33 47
siret: 842 233 108 00013

No job too big (or small). Give us a
call for a free competitive quote.
email: davis-davis@sfr.fr

Based near Limoges - Covering depts 87, 23 & 19
Siret: 498 203 652 00017

General building
Renovation , Roofing
Reliable, good quality work
30 years exp
Scaffold Hire
Martin Sprague

05 55 61 93 07

martin_sprague_1@ hotmail.com
SIRET: 531 768 182 00010

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory, call 06 04 17 80 93
ELECTRICIAN/PLUMBER
FROM SMALL REPAIRS
TO COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS
BOILER SERVICING
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED - BASED DEPT 23
lorrainemquintana@gmail.com

05 55 62 63 82

siret: 829 638 741 00019
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“SolarVenti”- the solar solution to damp and humidity

A

simple solar energy
system that runs on its
own, even when you are
not there! – And provides a free
heat supplement in winter.
The Solarventi air panel was
invented more than 20 years
ago by Hans Jørgen Christensen, from Aidt Miljø, with
the backing of the Danish
government. He wanted to use
the sun’s energy for airing and
ventilation of the thousands
of holiday homes on the West
coast of Jutland, - houses that
were left empty and unheated
for long periods - houses with
damp problems, mould and bad
odours - houses that left their
owners with discomfort, lots of
work and expense. He wanted
a system that would be safe,
simple, without the need for
radiators, water and/or mains
electricity. Slowly but surely,
the first Solarventi model came

together.

How it works
The principle behind Solarventi is simple: a small, builtin, solar cell powers a 12V fan
that is connected to an air vent,
a control unit and an on/ off
switch.
Whenever the sun shines, the
air in the solar panel is heated
and the fan, receiving power
from the solar cell, introduces
warm, dry air into your home at
the rate of 20 to 100 cubic metres per hour.
The initial models were more
than capable of keeping the cottages dry (and ventilated), even
with the limited sunshine hours
available in Denmark during
the winter season. Since that
time, the technology has really come along in leaps and
bounds. Now, more than 20
years later, the 3rd and 4th generation Solarventi have exceed-

ed all expectations.
In Southern Europe, Solarventi is not only used for
ventilation/dehumidification
purposes; with far more winter
sunshine hours, it also provides
a substantial heating supplement. Several technical and
governmental studies show that
incoming air temperature can be
increased by as much as 40°C.
A DIY Solution?
The installation process is
very straightforward and should
only take two or three hours. All
that is needed is a drill, hammer
and chisel to make a hole in the
wall. Roof installations are also
possible. In fact, the Solarventi
was originally designed to be a
DIY product - in Scandinavia it
still is.
There are no electrical or
water connections and it can be
safely left running, even when

the property is empty. Solarventi requires no maintenance
- if the property is unoccupied
during the hot summer months,
then it can be left running at low
speeds for ventilation and dehumidification purposes or simply
switched off.
With a range of panel sizes,
and the option for wall or roof
mounting, Solarventi is suitable for all types of buildings,
caravans or even boats!! Following the patenting of its design in 2001, Solarventi has
only recently been actively
commercialized. Over the last
six years, Solarventi units have
been installed in more than 24
countries and demand is increasing rapidly. From Greenland to Australia, Solarventi is
finally getting the recognition it
deserves. ■

SOLARVENTI - Available in the Limousin
From Harlequin Developments
Tel: 05 55 68 67 56
Mobile: 06 06 60 46 97

Units start from €490 TTC.

Advertising in The Bugle Business Directory
Advertising your business couldn’t be easier. Text only, boxed listings are available in our Business Directory from just €12.50/month.
Alternatively, why not spotlight your business with an Advertorial, available from 1/6 Page (€50 HT) up to Full Page (€300 HT).
Both Directory Adverts and Advertorials represent a cost effective way to put your brand in front of more than 30,000 pairs of eyes each month!!

For more information on any of our advertising options, please feel free to give us a call
on 06 04 17 80 93 or send an email to sales@thebugle.eu

6-Month Contract

12-Month Contract

Small b&w Directory Ad

€100

€150

Large b&w Directory Ad

€130

€195

Small Colour Directory Ad

€140

€210

Large Colour Directory Ad

€180

€270

All prices exclude TVA (20%)

Large Directory Ad
46mm x 71mm
(Actual Size)
45 words max
Small Directory Ad
46mm x 46mm
(Actual Size)

30 words max

Directory Advertising is available either in black and white or colour, and in either small (30 words max) or large (45 words max) format.
Directory adverts may only contain text (small logos may be allowed when supplied). The minimum contract length is 6 months.

Advertising is payable on publication. All prices are HT.

Les petits jardiniers du Limousin

We are a gardening association based in the Mairie at St. Amand le Petit, between Eymoutiers and Peyrat
le Chateau. We hold monthly meetings, normally on the third Thursday of the month, starting at 2.30 pm.
Meetings are held in English, but we can also present topics in French. We have lots of different nationalities
amongst our members. Our aim is to provide and promote opportunities for people to develop their interest
and knowledge in horticulture and gardening and related topics in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Inhouse workshop meetings, external speakers and visits are on our agenda.
During Covid-19, we have not been able to have meetings and have kept in touch with members and friends
via Facebook. Do have a look at our Facebook page, Les petites jardiniers du Limousin, where people post
photos of their garden, ask questions, share information and keep in contact on a casual, friendly basis.
We are looking forward to starting meetings again, respecting all Covid-19 regulations. October is our month
for the Annual General Meeting and we are also looking forward to discussing pumpkins. How best to grow
them, which varieties to grow, how to store them and how to cook with them – with a tasting session! In
November we are holding a meeting with speakers talking about grafting.
Our meeting agenda has had to be cancelled many times and we
are now busy finalising next year's programme. We plan to include
topics such as dividing and increasing your plants, taking fantastic floral
photographs and planting a gravel garden. We are also planning visits
to interesting gardens. Obviously everything is subject to any Covid-19
regulations and restrictions in place at that time.
Members and supporters of our Association will receive emails about forthcoming meetings. If you would like to
be on our mailing list then please email me with your name and email address. I shall be very happy to add you
to the list and you will receive all future notifications. In the meantime... happy gardening.
For any further information contact Carolyn at pjlimousin@gmail.com

30,000 readers
each month

SALES@THEBUGLE.EU

06 04 17 80 93
CLUBS, CHARITIES
& ASSOCIATIONS
As a result of the current restrictions, many of the meetings
and events featured in our What's On, and Clubs, Charities &
Associations sections have had to be cancelled or postponed.
The situation is constantly changing, so we have removed many of
these listings from the newspaper for the time being.
We will, however, continue to update our website
with any new information, so please do check back regularly to
keep up to date - www.thebugle.eu
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RSW Entreprises

Fosse Septiques/Micro stations

05.55.80.00.57

See our Display Ad - pg 4

S.M.C SERVICES

Excavator with Driver
0044 (0)7831 121 019
see main ad - pg 7

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Building
Services
Lifts & Scaffolding

ANGLO
SCAFFOLDING
HIRE
UK scaffolding supplied and
erected here in France
Qualified and fully insured
FREE no obligation quotes
Call Ian on

06 34 24 64 11

or find us on Facebook:
@angloscaffolding

Email: akbrunnstrom@yahoo.co.uk
SIRET: 799 067 939 00014

Cherry
Picker
Services

14.5 metres on a van
lasout@live.com

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89
Call for a quote

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Building
Services
Plasterers
CHRIS

THE PLASTERER

A genuine plasterer
French and English spoken
Traditional Plastering, Rendering,
Stud partition dry lining, Lime mortar
stone pointing, Interior/exterior painting,
Plasterboarding taping & joining specialists

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION

05 55 63 53 06
06 23 29 48 19
christopher.willis@orange.fr
Le Bourg, 23360 Nouzerolles
SIRET: 504 612 441 00015

Able
Plastering

French registered plasterer
with over 30 years’ experience
All internal and
external works covered
Plastering
(English and French plaster)
Rendering
Concreting
Floor Screeding
Stud Partitioning
Lime Mortar Pointing

Tel: 05 55 62 12 39
Mobile: 06 06 41 10 30
Siret: 527 906 614 00013

Building
Services
Roofing
MUMFORD TOITURE
Roofing & Plastering/
Plasterboarding Service

All aspects of
Interior and
Exterior
decorating

30+ years' experience
Spraying service available
for large areas

T: 09 88 19 14 05
M: +44 (0)7885 694 313
collyer23360@gmail.com
siret: 883 596 157 00015

THE LADY
SWEEP
Established since 1986

Brush & Vacuum
All types of chimney
Fully Insured
Call Ruth Langston

02 54 31 48 50
06 25 61 84 95 (SMS only)
siret 504 218 454 00016

Carrefour du
Bois Limousin

www.chauffagebois-limousin.com
05 55 63 72 45 - see ad pg 7

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Computers,
TV &
Satellite

GOODWIN
SATELLITE

25+ years roofing experience
All aspects of roofing, large or small
15+ years experience plastering/boarding
Fully registered and insured
Trading in France since 2007
Call Mark for a free quotation

SALES & INSTALLATION OF ALL SATELLITE
SYSTEMS & AERIALS. FAULT FINDING.

mumford.toiture@gmail.com

Email: garygoodwin121@gmail.com

05 55 44 71 44 / 06 78 60 96 16
Siret No. 493 159 412 00011

Chimney
Sweeps
& Firewood

Dept 23 & surrounding areas

Tel: 05 55 62 05 61
Mob: 06 52 38 67 65
siret: 453 067 910 00019

For all your TV
and satellite
installations and repairs
(Sky TV, Internet etc.)
Call Patrice:

06.79.07.91.56

Building
Services
Painters/Decorators
Nicholas
Collyer

La Petite Ramoneur

libre.antenne87@gmail.com
Fast dependable service
Based Séreilhac (87)
siret: 353 613 227 00035

Experienced, Registered &
Fully Insured
No mess, no fuss
Email: cinderssweep@gmail.com

T: 07 68 76 39 99
siret: 484 768 700 00029

Chimney Sweeping
• Flue ways cleared
• Birds nests, vermin
& debris removed
• Smoke evacuation & gas
tightness tests
• Official certificates of cleaning
issued (Certificat de Ramonage)

www.stovesellers.com

05 55 63 78 72
Siren: 502 409 949

Harlequin
Satellite TV

English Free to Air
Satellite TV... Freesat
French Satellite TV... TNT
English Subscription TV
Full installation service
DIY Kits
Dishes realigned/upgraded
Trouble shooting
Covering16, 23, north 24,
36, east 86, & 87

06.06.60.46.97
harlequintv1@gmail.com
www.harlequintv.com
SIRET: 494.501.067.00016

Maintenance gardener

Food &
Drink

Stephen Grendon

Le Creusois
Bar/Restaurant

Les Genêts, Azerables

Need some advice?
Too much like hard-work?
30 years of experience

TEL: 06 72 11 62 15
stengrendon1@gmail.com
Based in St-Julien-le-Petit (87460), covering
St. Léonard, Peyrat, Eymoutiers, Bujaleuf.

High quality British & French food
at reasonable prices.
Menu du Jour €12, Traditional Pub
Food, Vegetarian dishes, Childrens
& Snack menus also available

Purple Solutions
Garden Maintenance

www.lecreusoisbistro.com

see main ad - pg 11

05.55.63.90.79
SIREN: 483 988 853

Try Something Different

Chez Jacques
Marsac (23)
• Cosy atmosphere
• Speciality Crêpes
• Large burger menu
• Around 115 single malt whiskies
• Selection of bottled British ales
• Book corner, pool table
• "Mouclade" nights
• Curry nights

05 87 40 02 83
closed Wednesdays

British Market Stall

siret: 839 102 415 00016

06 72 87 87 14

Gifts &
Crafts

Cards et Cartes

Quality English
& French greeting cards
from 1.80 €
www.cardsetcartes.com
info@cardsetcartes.com
Siret No: 508 062 734 00019

+33 (0)6 79 23 57 09 +33 (0)7 69 14 49 73
see main ad - pg 7

Handholding &
Language
Services

Mandys-curry-2-go

FRENCH LESSONS

For menus and venues:

with a native French speaker
Why commute? Long distance
learning is the answer!
C’est simple, call Sophie...

facebook.com/britishmarketstall

Mobile Curry Take Away

www.mandyscurry2go.com
Follow us on facebook
e : mandyscurry2go@gmail.com

m : 07 70 39 12 23

Home delivery possible - see website
siret: 498 199 306 00016

26, Ecurat 23150

Le Restaurant Ecurat
We are very sad
to announce
that the restaurant
is now closed.
This is not due to Covid,
but rather ongoing
health issues.
Many thanks to all
our friends and clients...

Alma

Garden
Services
Team Jardin
www.teamjardin.fr

Reliable, professional and
friendly garden services.
Garden Maintenance. Land Clearance.
Garden Construction.
Bespoke long-term maintenance plans.
Tel: 05 55 37 18 03
Mob: 06 33 66 17 45
e-mail: darren@teamjardin.fr
Siret No. 752 549 907 00018

Via Skype

06 61 56 47 17
scarolinea@yahoo.fr

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Handholding &
Language
Services
Jenny Homer BA Hons, PGCE

Online French Tuition
No masks, no coats, no travel!
Come out of Covid
with confident French

I offer weekly, small, group lessons, only
online for now, at levels to suit your needs.
My priority is on speaking and
understanding French in daily life.
Get in touch asap to ensure your place
in a class suited to your ability for the new
autumn term starting in September 2021
Stuck for the perfect Christmas or birthday gift
for you, your friend or family - Gift vouchers
now available for online classes (from 15€)

Email: homer.jennifer@gmail.com

siret: 490 323 243 00025

Building
Services
Groundworks

https://homerjennifer.wixsite.com/website

CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...
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ADVERTORIAL

UK Bonds V French Bonds - Rosemary Sheppard, Senior International Financial Adviser

I

have met many clients,
whilst undertaking financial reviews, that hold
UK bonds with insurance
companies such as AVIVA,
Friends Life, Prudential and
Royal London.
These bonds can have some
very attractive tax advantages
for UK tax residents, allowing
for the deferment of paying
higher or additional rate tax if
you keep to the rules of only
taking a 5% annual withdrawal.
These bonds also allow you to
roll up the 5% so, as an example, if you don’t take it in one
year you can take 10% in the

following year and so on.
Many UK clients that have
now moved to France continue
to hold these investments, often under the illusion that they
remain tax efficient in France
and many not realising that the
bond actually pays UK tax at
source at a rate of 20%. This
tax cannot be reclaimed as a
non-UK tax payer as it’s the
bond provider that pays if on
behalf of the client at source.
Also, any growth on the bond
may also be taxable as a capital
gain here in France and taxed at
the marginal/investment rate.
What options do we have if
we hold one of these bonds?
There is a French-compliant equivalent of these bonds,
known as an Assurance Vie.
They are run by well-known
insurance companies and
are very tax efficient here in
France. In fact, as a French tax
resident, it would be hard to

find a product offering more
tax advantages than an Assurance Vie is able to provide.
Firstly, from a potential
French inheritance tax perspective, they are written as a life
insurance product meaning that
if they are written as joint lives
and paying out on second death
the proceeds are not added to
the estate on first death and if
your eventual beneficiaries are
non-French resident, they are
paid out immediately, with potentially little to no inheritance
tax payable (subject to amounts
received and age at investment).
Secondly, the funds grow tax
free. The funds are not taxed at
source and neither is the bond
for either income tax or capital
gains tax, therefore when comparing against the UK version
of the same product you are already 20% better off.
Thirdly, withdrawals are

CANCER SUPPORT FRANCE
Charente Plus
Free confidential support for Englishspeaking people touched by cancer
Volunteers & Active Listeners needed (full training will be given)
If you are interested please email: bloomdenis@outlook.com

CSF 24 HOUR HELPLINE - 0800 24 02 00
email: csfcharenteplus@gmail.com
Facebook : Cancer Support France - Charente-Plus

WANTED:
PART-TIME CHILDMINDER
IN GUERET
French family looking for reliable, enthusiastic
native-English speaker to look after their 4-year-old son
using a “positive parenting” approach.
After school and all day Wednesdays. Must have valid
driver’s licence for school pick-up using the family’s car.
Contract offered. Start date: September 15th.
Contact: jeremie.choukroun@acaplast.com
or 06 88 24 74 07

taxed only on the part of a
withdrawal that is classed as
a ‘gain’ and can be subject to
either your marginal rate or the
investment tax rate of 12.8%
(plus social charges), if this is
lower. This will significantly
decrease the amount of tax
payable and can really assist
in reducing your annual tax liability, especially for those that
already have pensions, investments and rental income which
may put you into a higher rate
tax bracket.
Finally, there is no need to
complete monthly returns on
gains, as the bond is automatically reported each year to the
French authorities making
them the easiest of products to
administer.
These bonds not only offer
some major tax advantages for
those that already hold UK versions, but can also be a great
home for funds held in cash or

in UK ISAs or NS&I products,
none of which are tax efficient
here in France.
Blacktower will be by your
side both now and in the future,
we are here to help you. To arrange a professional and impartial consultation please contact
me by email: Rosemary.sheppard@blacktowerfm.com, visit
our website www.blacktowerfm.com or call me on 06 38
86 99 70.
This article is based on the
opinion of the financial adviser
and author, and does not reflect
the views of Blacktower. The
above information is based on
current legislation which is
subject to change and does not
constitute as investment advice,
or investment research and you
should seek advice from a professional adviser before embarking on any financial planning activity.

Blacktower
Insurance
Agents & Advisors Ltd is regulated in Cyprus by the Insurance Companies Control
Service and registered with
ORIAS in France. Blacktower Financial Management
(Cyprus) Ltd is regulated in
Cyprus by the Cyprus Securities & Exchange Commission and is registered with the
AMF in France.

Paul
Hello, my name is Paul and I am a
3-year-old Fox Terrier.
I have now been at the refuge for
a few weeks and I am settling in
well. Everyone is so kind, it is so
very different to my previous life
which was not a very happy one,
as I was mistreated by my owner
who used to hit me with a stick, I
don't really understand why.
I try to be a good boy, I know
I can be a little bit stubborn at
times and I am also a little shy
when I first meet people, but
once you get to know me, I really am a gentle and clever boy and like so many others at
the refuge, all I want is a quiet home where someone will love and take care of me.
If you have a space in your heart and home for me I would be very happy to meet you.
If you think you can help Paul then please contact:
SPA de Creuse (Guéret), 21 Le Clocher,
23000 Saint-Sulpice-le Guérétois
www.spa-creuse.com - email: spa.gueret@orange.fr

Find us on Facebook... www.facebook.com/TheBugleFrance
affiliated to

Cancer Support
Haute-Vienne

Your local Association
supporting English speakers touched by cancer
in departments 87, 23, 19 & 36

HELPLINE 0800 240 200
www.cshautevienne.org
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Peyrat Film Club
The CINEMA in Peyrat-le-Château, run by the volunteers of the
Association Bande Originale, regularly shows VOST films
(original version with French subtitles), especially for all the non-French
speakers in our region.
In September we will be showing:
Hitman & Bodyguard 2 – Saturday 4th, 17h
The Mauritanian – Saturday 11th, 17h
Free Guy – Saturday 18th, 17h
Annette – Friday 24th, 20h30
Space Jam: A New Legacy – Saturday 25th, 17h
Jungle Cruise – Saturday 2nd October, 17h
Tickets from just €3.50!!
See our website for dates & times, etc
http://bandeoriginale.jimdo.com

The Saint-Junien Bridge Club opens its doors again this year, with full sanitary precautions.
There is an introductory session for new members on Monday 20th September
between 10 am and 12 pm in the club house at the Administrative Centre in the centre of
Saint-Junien and lessons, with a bilingual teacher, begin in October.
Please call 06 30 20 45 13 for more details.
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Handholding &
Language
Services

Health
& Beauty

All Property Diagnostics
for Sales/Rentals
Energy Performance (DPE),
Asbestos, Lead, Electricity,
Gas, Termites, Risks/Pollution,
Measurements

Stove
Sellers
www.stovesellers.com

See our Display Ad - pg 8

Fluent English speaking.
Technical comments and
advice possible

See our Display Ad - pg 2

SALUBER

Contact : 06 28 94 24 00 or
philippe.andre@diagamter.com

26, Ecurat 23150

Chez Boutique

Formerly La Petite Place

05.55.60.08.46

Mental & Physical Health Support
www.saluber.fr

See our references on:

06 61 82 37 79 - see pg 6

www.diagamter.com

Mobile hairdresser

'Gite and Tidy'

Covering all of La Creuse!

Call Teddy:

06 15 78 18 04- pg 11

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
Insurance
& Finance

Property management
All properties looked after,
main residences, holiday homes & gîtes.
Changeovers, cleaning,
tidy ups, maintenance, gardening,
swimming pools, etc.
Single or regular visits.
Fully insured.
Oradour-sur-Vayres (87150).
References available.

www.giteandtidy.com
09 82 12 69 73 (Home)
06 06 40 81 07 (Portable)

Beaux Villages Immobilier
www.beauxvillages.com

Freephone: 08 05 69 23 23
see main ad - pg 6

Blacktower

Financial Managment Group

Rosemary Sheppard
06 38 86 99 70 - pg 6

The Spectrum IFA Group

Tony Farrell

International Financial Adviser

05 55 89 57 94 - see pg 3

Pools &
Spas

Creuse Property Care

Caring for
your home in
France when
you can’t
be there

Garden & Pool Maintenance
General Maintenance & Small
Renovation work including
plasterboarding, tiling, painting, etc.
Changeovers/House Cleaning
Ad-hoc Assistance
References available
Contact Mark or Trudy...

T: 05 55 67 90 47 / P: 06 40 75 74 47
E: marktrudy0506@gmail.com
W: www.creusepropertycare.com
Siret: 479 965 758 00028

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:
sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

Retail &
Commerce

Naturalis Pools

www.naturalispools.com

06 31 17 25 60
see main ad - pg 2

Property
Sales &
Maintenance
Cendrillon
06 83 66 83 09

www.marcdeschamps.com
see main ad - pg 8

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Houses on Internet
www.housesoninternet.com

+31 (0)6 41 20 73 69

See our Display Ad - pg 3

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

05.55.63.78.72

Smart Moves
For a fully insured,
careful service

FORTNIGHTLY SERVICES TO FRANCE
FULL OR PART LOADS WELCOME
WE COLLECT FROM
ALL AREAS OF THE UK AND DELIVER
TO ALL AREAS OF FRANCE
Find us on Facebook:
@smartmovesukfrance
Please CALL or EMAIL Stephen

Atelier d'Art du Jardin

smartmovers@hotmail.co.uk

We are very sad
to announce
that we are now
permanenetly closed.
This is not due to Covid,
but rather ongoing
health issues.
Many thanks to all
our friends and clients...

www.smartmovesremovals.com

Alma

Scrap &
Clearance

Cash paid
for scrap

All Limousin covered
Anything considered
Any quantity

Tel: 05 55 37 45 35
Mob: 06 74 21 47 71
www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/

+44 (0)7966 287 430

Watson European
International Removals

www.watsoneuropean.co.uk
see main ad - pg 4

Central
France
Storage

www.centralfrancestorage.com
Dry, safe & secure storage
Brexit Busting Prices!!
Vehicle storage options
We also do internal moves!
14.5m cherry picker available

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89
Email: lasout@live.com
siret: 494 123 847 00019

Buggs Car Hire
Bergerac & Limoges Airports

www.buggscarhire.com

siret 532 981 198 00015

see main ad - pg 8

OLD'S
HEIGHT

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Antiquités agricoles

Franklins Removals

inc. Junque and Disorderly

I will buy just about anything in your barn:
agricultural machinery, cars,motorbikes,
lorries, pushbikes, old wrought ironwork,
oil cans, signs, timberwork and doors...
in fact, anything!! Just think...
that rubbish could earn you cash!!

CALL: 0633 847 699
in rust we trust
siret: 511 127 763 00015

Transport,
Removals
& Storage

0044 121 353 7263

www.franklinsremovals.co.uk
see main ad - pg 6

Man & Van
Transport

Genuine/Reliable/Honest
Local + Europe + UK runs
House/Barn clearances!
15m3 capacity
4m load length
English & French Spoken

Transition Removals

05 44 20 21 77
06 06 40 81 07

www.transitionremovals.net

www.frenchvanman.eu

(+33) 05 55 34 19 46
see main ad - pg 7

87150 Oradour-sur-Vayres
Siret 530 213 644 00012

Buying or selling small items...?
Check out our online Classifieds... updated daily!

www.thebugle.eu/classifieds.php

To place a Classified, simply email details of your item for sale to notices@thebugle.eu
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Boussac Brocante Ladybird Hunt
Following the success of the Boussac Brocante Free Book Fair last month we are pleased to announce that we will
be holding a TREASURE HUNT on Sunday 12th September commencing at 2.30 pm.
Small teams of a maximum of 4 adults (children and dogs are most welcome) must solve the answer to clues,
each one leading to the next location which is within walking distance. The first team to return with all the
answers is the winner. Second and third placed teams will also win prizes.
Each team will need to bring something with which to take photos, a list of the clues, something to drink and
don't forget to wear sensible walking shoes. The expected duration of the treasure hunt is approx. 2 hours.
Entry forms can be collected from Boussac Brocante, 6 place Carnot, 23600 Boussac
and must be completed and returned by Monday 6th September.
For more information please phone 07 81 96 69 56,
or see our Facebook page: Boussac Brocante or email boussacbrocante@gmail.com.

Sat 18th to Sun 19th September LES BILLANGES
Guided visits as part of the European Heritage Days
Take a historic pause on “the Way of Saint
James” and visit the Norman-style fortified
church of Les Billanges. Labelled as an Ancient
Monument in 2005, the church will enchant
you with its guard turrets, strengthened walls
and buttresses, testimonies of the
16th century Wars of Religion, as well as its
partly displayed frescoes inside.
Bernadette and Philippe, the two guides
belonging to the ASPLB (Association de
Sauvegarde du Patrimoine Les Billanges, a
non-profit organisation created in January
2018 whose aim is to collect funds for the
restoration of the church) will be delighted
to welcome you and tell you in English
and French the legend of Saint Sebastian
represented by a fresco. You will know why
two reliquaries from the Abbey of Grandmont,
dating from the 13th century were given to
the parish of Les Billanges in 1790. You will
discover a “piscine” or ancient sink from the
12th century in a cupboard and more…

Free guided visits:
Sat 18th: 10 am / 2:30 pm / 4 pm
Sun 19th: 2:30 pm / 4 pm

Latest news throughout the month: www.thebugle.eu

