Government bans
animals from circuses
Authorities have announced a "gradual"
ban on circus animals, as well as dolphin
>> Page 8
breeding and mink fur farms

France back
in lockdown

From Friday 30th October,
you will once again need
a form when you leave
your home. >> Page 3
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Residency permit
website goes live

>> continued on page 7

Daylight saving will
not end yet - pg 8

New tax on SUVs and
heavy vehicles - pg 9
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after this date will be subject
to a different regime - one
expected to be similar to that
already in place for other
Third Country Nationals such
as Americans and Australians
- and will have to apply for a
residency permit in person at
their local prefecture.
The good news is that for the
majority of people, the online
service will be a simple and
straightforward process and
initial feedback from the portal
is overwhelmingly positive.
The French government has
previously reassured the British
community that it will do all
it can to help people to secure
their status and in a meeting
with the Interior Ministry,
a
spokesperson
assured
The Bugle that they would
be treating all applications
“sympathetically”.
“We
know
Emmanuel
Macron has said that the British

One and two-cent coins
on the way out? - pg 4

Creuse has moved all secondary
roads back to 90 km/h - pg 3

After lengthy delays and much
speculation, the website allowing
British
expats
to
apply
for
Withdrawal Agreement Residency
Permits has finally gone live.

riginally planned
for July, the
launch of the
portal allowing
British residents
to apply for a Withdrawal
Agreement Residency Permit
was pushed back to 1st October
and then faced further delays
before finally going live on
Monday 19th October.
Britain left the EU earlier
this year, but under the
terms of the Withdrawal
Agreement, nothing has yet
changed for British expats in
France. However, the Brexit
transition period runs out on
31st December and anyone
residing in France before this
date and planning to stay as
a French resident must apply
for a residency permit via the
site.
The online portal is for all
Britons who become resident in
France by the end of 2020 and
their family members.
Those that make the move

INSIDE > > >
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11 Years and Counting!!
The Bugle is celebrating 11 years of bringing you our
unique mix of news, views and events. Get in touch
today for details of our birthday advertising offers:
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The Bugle

feel like I have started all of
my editorials this way recently
but, once again, it has been
a funny old month! I would
ordinarily get reflective around
this time as the November
edition marks our anniversary – it
is eleven years since I launched The
Bugle! Every October I look back with
utter bewilderment at how my life
has changed in the intervening years.
Unfortunately, just as we were going to
print, France has been placed under a
second national lockdown and I have
had to rather tear up the script.
Details of the lockdown are still
emerging, but it would appear that it
will be similar to the first time around,
with a one-kilometre limit on leaving
your house without good reason. And
a return to the forms that needs to be
filled in giving the purpose of your
trip.
It is all depressingly familiar
and I just hope that a short, sharp
lockdown will bring the numbers
down sufficiently that we can all enjoy
Christmas with friends and family. One
crucial difference of this lockdown
is that the schools are staying open. I
am not a religious man, but this news
had me singing Hallelujahs! It is odd
to feel so happy about something that
is undeniably bad, but another round
of homeschooling (times three!) would
have been the final nail in the coffin
of 2020. I imagine that this is what it

feels like to leave your wallet on the
bus, but then find a crisp twenty down
the back of the sofa!
I had already decided that if
the schools closed again, I would
withdraw my kids and register them
for homeschooling... and by that I
mean, they would all have taken a gap
year. Becoming a surrogate teacher
in the spring was one of the toughest
parts of lockdown for me. In reality,
I am more than happy with my own
company and quite enjoyed not having
to interact with other people during
confinement. But teaching fractions
to a nine-year-old was one of the most
infuriating experiences of my life
and gave me a new-found respect for
the teaching profession. And I don't
even know why I'm complaining as
my long-suffering wife did the vast
majority of it, but simply listening to
the lessons from my office was often
an agonising experience in itself.
I was listening to an interview
recently with the British author and
columnist Caitlin Moran, who was
homeschooled from the age of 11
along with her seven younger siblings.
She said something along the lines of:
“There are two types of parents who
homeschool their children. Those who
have the time and resources and who
believe they can give their children the
best possible education and those who
can't be bothered to get out of bed to
get their kids ready.”

I am afraid that - much like her
parents who she claims got away
with it because they were “the only
hippies in Wolverhampton” - I fall into
the latter camp. I don't set an alarm
any more as I am usually woken up
gently by the sounds of my eldest as
she makes herself breakfast in the
morning. She sets her own alarm
and by the time I stir she will have
packed her own bag, checked her
own homework and logged on to the
school intranet to make sure there
haven't been any lesson changes. All
this before quietly knocking on my
bedroom door to fully wake me when
it's time to run her to the school bus.
This is a journey of around 800 metres
that I will always undertake in the
car, often in my pyjamas, and usually
before returning to bed.
She is eleven years old and I am the
worst parent on the planet...
The other result of the new
lockdown being announced is that I
adjusted my delivery schedule slightly,
meaning that I would be around on
Saturday 31st October after all, a
date which has inexplicably become a
major one in the calendar for my kids.
It didn't even occur to me when I was
planning my month, but on learning
of my original schedule the kids were
close to tears. “But, but, but you won't
be here for Halloween!!”
When did this happen and should
we all be blaming the Americans? Am
I forgetting something from my youth?
I know I was aware of Halloween as
a kid, but I really don't remember it
being much of a thing. I'm fairly sure
that Bonfire Night, with its fireworks,
sparklers and toffee apples, was a
much more anticipated event in our
house.
I may be turning into a total cynic
in my middle age, but it just feels like
another reason to spend money I don't
have on stuff I don't want or need. And
the sweets, they are everywhere! The
day should be rebranded “Halloween:

Hire and Sale of mini excavators and other small machinery
wide range of mini excavators
dumpers
compactors
micro tractors
plant trailers
Rubber tracks / Buckets and parts supplier
brought to you in association with
Haribo”. Although Cadbury also
have some answering to do. I recently
stumbled across a “spookily” themed
Creme Egg. No, no, no and no! Is
nothing in this world sacred?! Creme
Eggs are for Easter and I will hear no
more on the subject...
I hope that you enjoy reading this
eleventh anniversary edition. We had
to make some last-minute changes
as the lockdown announcement
has meant that many of the events
we would usually promote have
understandably been cancelled. This
is the 133rd consecutive month that
I have sat down at my computer in
the hours before we go to print and
written this editorial, often at the last
minute and in a semi-catatonic, sleepdeprived stupor. But we have never
missed an edition. I am incredibly
proud of what my family has achieved
over the past eleven years, both
personally and professionally. It has
not always been easy, but we have
stuck to it through thick and thin.
That's not to say that I'm not looking
forward to a bit of smooth to go with
the recent rough and I can't wait for a

time when the words Covid and Brexit
are but distant memories.
To properly explain how much I
am looking forward to life returning
to how it once was, I had a pang of
nostalgia as I sat down to write this,
thinking back to the days when I
would rant about the all-too-regular
visits by my in-laws. I always enjoy
writing those ones and for a moment
there I think I almost convinced
myself that it would be worth the pain
for the anecdotal gold that could no
doubt be mined from a visit. Almost.
That just goes to show how time can
heal everything and how quickly we
forget!
Stay home, stay safe, and until next
month!
Steve Martindale, Editor
www.thebugle.eu
articles.thebugle.eu
facebook.com/The BugleFrance
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France enters second lockdown Creuse roads
back to 90 km/h

F

I

screenshot: interieur.gouv.fr

ollowing President Emmanuel Macron's address
to the nation on Wednesday 28th October, the
country is once again under a national lockdown
“until at least 1st December”. Although the
number of positive Covid-19 cases had been rising rapidly through the month of October, it had been thought
that the government would bring in regional lockdowns
for the worst-hit areas and possibly introduce tighter curfews. Rumours of a full national lockdown began to circulate the day before the president's announcement, but
réconfinement still took many by surprise.
As we go to print, details are still emerging, but the new
rules are much the same as for the first national lockdown
in March of this year, with all “non-essential” businesses
closed. You are not permitted to leave your house unless
you have a good reason and have a completed form stating the purpose of your journey. The standard (and sadly
familiar) attestation de déplacement dérogatoire is again
available both via a webpage on your smartphone and
as an English download, but has a few extra reasons for
leaving your home this time round.
One crucial difference of this lockdown is that schools
are staying open and a third form has been created to this
effect, a justificatif de déplacement scolaire. This form
only needs to be filled in once and can be used for any
subsequent journey to pick up or drop off your child at
school. As previously, there is also a justificatif de déplacement professionnel for anyone leaving their house
for a valid professional or business reason.
Note that since schools re-opened, only secondary
school students had to wear a mask, but this has now
been extended to all children over the age of six (those in
primaire).
See our website for downloadable versions of all the
forms, or visit www.interieur.gouv.fr for more information.
“Businesses which were defined in Spring as nonessential, and businesses which receive members of
the public, notably bars and restaurants, will close,” the

president said to the nation. “Every two weeks we will
take stock of the health situation, we will take any further measures necessary, and if possible we will lift certain constraints, particularly on shops. I know that many
shopkeepers were hoping not to have to close and I am
aware that for town-centre businesses I am asking a lot.
But we must make this effort for a fortnight and if in two
weeks' time we are in a better situation, we can re-evaluate and hopefully open certain businesses, particularly in
such an important run-up to Christmas.”
One positive to take is that most businesses already
have the measures and equipment in place to re-open
quickly when it again becomes possible and others have
developed a stronger online presence over the course of
this year. Under the new measures 'click and collect' and
delivery services are permitted. DIY stores can remain
open as can hotels, garages and public services such as
post offices and banks.
As details become clearer, we will post more information
online – articles.thebugle.eu and our Facebook page. ■

n 2018, the government reduced the speed limit on the country's national road network from 90 km/h down to 80 km/h. The
change proved controversial from the outset with as much as
80% of the public against the move and many regional authorities have been vocal opponents ever since, none more so than in the
Creuse. As one of the most rural departments in France, local politicians have long complained of the increased isolation of the Creuse
and have campaigned for infrastructure projects to improve transport
access to the department. “Around here, the car is the only way to get
round; we don't have any train lines, we have nothing!” said Valérie
Simonet, president of the Conseil départemental de la Creuse.
In the face of growing backlash, former Prime Minister Edouard
Philippe responded by announcing in 2019 that local authorities
would be free to set their own limits, including reverting back to 90
km/h if they wished and this change has now been enacted by local
authorities in the Creuse. From 17th October, the speed limit on the
entirety of the department's secondary road network has been raised
back up to 90 km/h.
Local authorities have long fought back at what they saw as Paris
imposing unfair restrictions on communities with no public transport. When the initial rules changed, Simonet refused to implement
them in the department, telling the government at the time that if
they wanted to install 80 km/h speed signs, they would have to come
down to the Creuse and do it themselves!
Originally planned for earlier this year, confinement and then local elections have delayed the necessary votes to change the speed
limit. “We have now taken three votes,” explained the department's
prefect. “The first on the secondary road network where we have had
no accidents, the second for sections where there have been accidents without serious injury and a third for sections which have seen
fatalities. In all three votes, there were seven against a return to 90
km/h and eleven for. The whole of the department - 4,400 km - will
go back to 90 km/h.”
With the necessary legal changes signed off, the new speed limits
came into force, but not all went smoothly; the department's speed
cameras, which are controlled by central government, were not recalibrated and continued to flash motorists for several days! ■

FRANKLINS REMOVALS

We have ECMT permits to allow us to operate
to and from France in the event of a no-deal Brexit.
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professional service since 1985
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Houses on Internet is a marketing service that
allows private owners of French property to sell
their house without using an estate agent. A
method that has proven to be very successful.
How does it work?
1. We make a website for your property in
English, French and Dutch. The main
website is available in Russian too.
2. We connect that website to our main site
which gets over 130,000 visitors from 40+
countries per month.
3. We advertise your property on several
international French-property websites. This
way we reach 1.5 million people a month
worldwide.
What does it cost?
We ask a contribution to the advertising cost
up front and after the sale a fee of 2.5%, which
is included in the selling price.
Houses on Internet operates throughout
France with a staff of 7 professionals and 89
local photographers who visit our clients to
take photos and gather all information.
For more information, visit our website or give
us call us at +31 (0)6 41 20 73 69.

WWW.HOUSESONINTERNET.COM
Plus Vite!
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One and two-cent coins
Compulsory winter tyres
could soon be phased out

S

mall denomination coins could soon become a thing of the past after the European Commission launched an online questionnaire asking Eurozone residents their
opinion on the phasing out of one and two-cent coins. It is not the first time their
removal has been considered in France: a government think tank published a report
in 2018 suggesting that the coins be scrapped as part of a wider move towards a cashless
society.
“EU rules on euro coins state that the EU institutions should periodically examine the use
of different denominations of euro coins in terms of costs and public acceptability,” the online consultation says. “The Commission will carefully study the economic, environmental
and social consequences of introducing uniform rounding rules.”
Several countries, such as Ireland, Belgium and Finland, have already removed the coins
from circulation and operate a “rounding” rule for cash payments. If the European Commission report follows this model, the coins could be removed as early as the end of 2021,
bringing the whole of the Eurozone in alignment.
Under the proposed changes, items can still be priced at 99 cents or 49 cents, but totals
will rounded to the nearest five cents when paying by cash. If, for example, the total of your
bill comes to €5.37, you will pay €5.35 in cash. If your bill is €5.38 you will pay €5.40.
Theoretically this means that, on average, no one would be out of pocket. Furthermore,
rounding will not apply when bills are paid electronically, such as by debit or credit card.
A previous poll revealed that a majority of EU citizens are in favour of phasing out the
coins and many countries have already stopped minting them. It costs an average of 1.2
cents to create a one-cent coin! ■

© wronaavd - Fotolia.com

F

rom next year, 48
departments
in
France have been
granted the power
to make winter tyres compulsory on all vehicles between 1st November and
31st March; the Creuse and
Haute-Vienne departments
feature on this list. In areas
where the new powers are
enforced, all vehicles will
need to be equipped with
winter tyres (pneus hiver
or pneus neige), although
some lighter vehicles may
instead use tyre chains.
The decree puts to bed
rumours that have been circulating online since last
year and does not represent
a blanket ban on standard
tyres as many had previously claimed. Rather, the new
powers allow prefectures to
create areas within their departments where motorists
must equip their cars with
winter tyres. In many cases
this may only affect small
areas of higher ground that
will be identified by road
signs and local authorities
are under no obligation
to make any changes. In
Creuse, for example, winter
tyres may well become com-

for winter tyres. Germany,
Luxembourg, Sweden, Finland and Italy have all had
similar legislation in place
for a number of years, either
as a blanket rule, or under
certain weather conditions.
In Germany, motorists face
fines of between €60-120
for failure to comply. ■

pulsory in the south-east of
the department on areas of
the Plateau de Millevaches
in the foothills of the Massif
Central, but are unlikely to
be necessary for those doing
their Christmas shopping in
La Souterraine.
France is not the first
country to introduce rules
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French farmer wins landmark legal battle

A

French farmer who
took on one of the
world's largest biotech
companies has finally
won his legal battle after a fifteenyear fight.
Paul François won a landmark
case against US biotech giant
Monsanto in 2019 when the court
ruled that the company was legally
responsible for his ill health following exposure to the weedkiller
Lasso. Monsanto appealed that decision, but in October, the country's
highest court, the Cour de cassation, upheld the original ruling,
bringing the lengthy legal battle to
a close.
Too tired to make the round trip
to Paris, the cereal farmer learned
of the decision on his farm in the
Charente, alongside close family
and his lawyer. “It is a real relief
and huge weight lifted,” the farmer
said. “From a legal point of view,
it is finally over. I am relieved because Monsanto have always maintained that I am a fantasist, a liar.
Today, I can once again look myself in the mirror, it will no longer
wake me in the night.”
The farmer fell ill in 2004 after
being exposed to Lasso, a weedkiller containing monochloroben-

zene that was legal in France until
2007 but had already been banned
in 1985 in Canada and in 1992 in
Belgium and Britain. Mr François
argued that Monsanto was well
aware of Lasso’s dangers long before it was finally withdrawn from
the French market and sought damages of more than €1 million for
chronic neurological problems that
led to long hospital stays.
During the lengthy legal battle,
François had been accused by doctors for the defence of deliberately
ingesting the pesticide, an act that
is tragically not unheard of among
struggling farmers under financial
strain. He has always denied this,
insisting he had no reason to want
to commit suicide. It was thanks to
the tenacity of his loyal wife Sylvie,
along with the support of friends
and family that he continued his
fight, first having the link between
his symptoms and the chemical
established, then having his condition defined as a workplace illness
and finally proving negligence on
the part of Monsanto.
Sadly, his wife died two years
ago and was not able to witness his
final legal victory.
The exact amount of damages
Monsanto will have to pay the

farmer remains to be settled, but
the ruling, the first of its kind in
France, potentially opens the door
to a number of similar claims by
sick French farmers. “At least now
they will no longer be able to argue that their products are not dangerous,” the family's lawyer said.
“They will now have to accept their
responsibilities.”
The ruling is the latest in a series of legal setbacks for Monsanto, which has faced a number of
lawsuits in the US surrounding its
Roundup brand which contains the
chemical glyphosate, the world’s

most widely used herbicide. In
2015, the World Health Organization’s international agency for
research on cancer (IARC) classified glyphosate as “probably carcinogenic to humans”, triggering a
wave of legal and legislative challenges. The company lost a landmark case in the US, after a jury
ruled that the company was liable
for a terminally ill man’s cancer,
awarding him $289 million in damages.
During the lengthy trial, prosecution lawyers produced internal
emails from Monsanto executives

which they claimed demonstrated
how the corporation repeatedly
ignored experts’ warnings, sought
favourable scientific analyses and
helped to “ghostwrite” research
that encouraged continued usage of
glyphosates. “We were finally able
to show the jury the secret, internal
Monsanto documents proving that
Monsanto has known for decades
that ... Roundup could cause cancer,” the prosecution said in a statement following the trial. Monsanto
faces thousands of similar legal
battles in the US and around the
world. ■
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Bid to move EU
'Chocolate Orange' hotel room
weather centre to
France after Brexit

www.clubmed.co.uk

F

rance may be about to benefit further from Britain's
EU exit after the government put forward proposals
to establish the headquarters of the European weather
forecasting centre in the southern city of Toulouse. The
European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (CEPMMT) is currently based in Reading, but has already announced
that it will be quitting Britain as a result of Brexit.
Toulouse is an important part of the aerospace industry, and
already hosts the National Centre for Space Studies (CNES), the
forecasting services of Météo-France as well as those of Mercator Ocean International, the ocean monitoring service of the
European Copernicus programme.
Toulouse is currently the only bidder to welcome the CEPMMT and the move could happen as early as June of next year.
In general terms, the centre collects and archives meteorological
data from across the planet and produces real-time weather forecasts for member states. According to the French authorities, it is
“a world benchmark for numerical modelling of the planet, analysis of observation data and meteorological and environmental
forecasts”.
President Macron has made no secret of his desire to promote
France as a base for multinational companies looking to leave the
UK post-Brexit and the government has specifically targeted the
lucrative financial services sector. Paris has already established
itself as the home of the European Banking Regulator, which
moved from London to Paris last year, and several high profile
banks have already relocated to the French capital.■

M

any people associate a particular time
of year with a certain food or flavour:
Creme Eggs at Easter, early summer
strawberries or a winter stew. If Christmas just isn't Christmas without a Terry's Chocolate Orange, then one French hotel may be the destination for
you this holiday season. Club Med’s brand-new ski resort, La Rosière, located in Montvalezan in the French
Alps, has unveiled the world’s first 'Chocolate Orange'
themed hotel room.
On arrival, guests are treated to a chocolate orange
cocktail before heading up to a room decked out in
orange, blue, and chocolatey brown decor. The bright
orange bedding is framed by a headboard made to look
like chocolate orange slices. The room is also decorated for the Christmas season, with stockings, colourful

LES REMPARTS
Bénévent-l'Abbaye

1, rue de la chicanelle (former EHPAD)

ARTISANAL
CHRISTMAS
MARKET
SATURDAY
5th DECEMBER
10h - 16h
Stands still available
call Dan for more information:

06 73 37 45 01

lights, and a tree decorated with chocolate orange baubles. Even the toilet roll is chocolate orange scented!
A call to room service will offer a choice of chocolate
orange-themed refreshments, including chocolate orange hot chocolate and chocolate orange truffles.
When guests have eaten their fill and are ready to
burn off some calories on the slopes, they can do so
with their own set of customised orange skis. The resort
itself also has lots of other amenities to enjoy, including
a ski lodge with a bar and restaurant, a spa with wellness packages, skiing and snowboarding lessons, walking and hiking trails, yoga and fitness classes, and of
course, gorgeous mountain views of the Alps.
Whilst a Terry's Chocolate Orange can be yours for
as little as a pound, the full Alpine chocolate orange
experience will set you back a sweet €200 per night. ■
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From the foundations to the roof - Established 13 years in France

Residency permit website finally goes live
>> continued from pg 1
community are welcome to stay here
and this is the feeling I get too talking
to French ministers and officials,”
the British Ambassador to France
Ed Llewellyn said ahead of the
website launch. “The contribution of
British people to France and to their
local communities is recognised
and valued and French officials are
really trying to be helpful to us on
the residency system.”
Launching the website, officials
confirmed that British nationals
who are resident in France before
31st December this year will have
until 30th June 2021 to submit
their applications, at which point
the system will close. Due to the
delays in launching the portal, it
will not now be compulsory to be
in possession of a valid residency
permit until 1st October 2021.
This delay is to give the local
prefectures enough time to process
the applications.
The majority of expats will face
the simplest application which
applies those who have been living
in France for more than 5 years.
“According to our estimates, three
quarters of British residents have
been here for more than five years;
it will be a very simple process and
they will need to supply as few
documents as possible,” an official
from the Interior Ministry explained
to The Bugle. “Unfortunately we can
not invent fingerprints, so one trip
to the prefecture will be necessary.
But while permits usually need
to be collected in person, in this
instance we will be posting out the
final residency permit to your home
address.”
Speaking on the morning of the
launch, the official confirmed that
121 applications had already been

processed in the first hour since the
site went live, with 97% positive
feedback and no technical glitches.
The website is available in both
English and French and can be
accessed via the below link.
Applications must be done
individually – you can not submit
one as a family – and under-18s do
not need to apply.
If you already have a 10year “carte de séjour - séjour
permanent”, then you still need
to apply via the site, but this will
be converted to the new residency
permit. If you have already applied
under the No-Deal website that
was briefly open last year, then
there is nothing you need to do at
this time and your application will
automatically be processed.
More than five years
Expats who have been living
in France for more than five years
are already considered permanent
residents and will be issued with a
10-year residency permit. You will
need to fill in the online application
and provide some supporting
documentation including proof of
ID (i.e. a passport), proof of when
you moved to France and proof that
you currently reside in France; this
can include property deeds, a rental
contract, a utility bill or a home
insurance contract and there is no
requirement to prove continued
residence. The system is based on
trust and you simply need to provide
a document from when you arrived
and a recent one.
Fewer than five years
For those who have recently
arrived, or who have lived in France
for fewer than five years, the process

involves a few more steps and will
result in your being issued with a
five-year residency permit. This can
be renewed as a 10-year permit if
you continue to live in France.
You must first select what
category you are applying under:
employed
or
self-employed,
student, job-seeker, economically
inactive (including pensioners),
the family member of someone
who meets the above conditions
or the spouse, registered partner or
concubin (i.e. live-in partner) of a
French person.
People married to a French
person automatically qualify for
a 10-year permit, while those in a
civil partnership or living together
get a 5-year card.
If you are employed, you will
need to provide an employment
contract and if you are selfemployed you will need to provide
a business registration document.
Self-employed people with a valid
business do not need to provide
further proof of income.
Students and job-seekers will be
asked to provide proof of their status
such as an employment contract,
details of registration with the Pôle
emploi (unemployment office) or
details of a study course.
If you do not work or are retired,
you must prove that you have
sufficient resources not to be a
burden on the French State at the
time you make the application. This
level is set as the RSA, or minimum
income level, and is currently
€564.78 per month for a single
person or €847 for a couple without
children. This is another area where
the government has implied it will
be lenient and the Interior Ministry
official said that prefectures will
be asked to interpret the means test
rules in a “generous” way. If you

own your own home, for example,
this will be taken into account if
your income falls below this level,
as will any savings and investments.
It is important to use the “extra
information” box at the end of the
application to explain your situation
if necessary (note that it is best to do
this in French).
Those who do not work or are
retired must also provide proof of
healthcare cover. This can include
a certificate of private insurance, or
an attestation de droits which can
be downloaded from your Amelie
account – your carte vitale alone is
not sufficient. You must have lived
in France for three months before
you can apply to join the French
healthcare system, so anyone who
has very recently arrived will need
to either take out comprehensive
medical insurance before applying,
or wait until they have been living
here for three months and can
supply proof of their application
with the Cpam along with their
residency card application.
For more information about the
documentation you will need to
supply depending on your situation,
a flow chart document, provided by
the government and in English, can
be downloaded from our website –
www.articles.thebugle.eu/
When beginning your application,
which is available in both English
and French, you will be given a
“code de suivi”. This will allow you
to return to your application at a
later date without having to re-enter
any information (you have 20 days
to complete it). You will also be
asked if this is your “First request”
or a “Complement”. If you are using
this application website for the first
time, choose “First request”. The
“Complement” option is to be used
if authorities request additional

information following an initial
application.
The remainder of the process
is relatively straightforward and
depends on your particular situation.
If you are using the English version
of the site, be aware that some
of the translations are potentially
confusing. After entering your
Birth Name, you are asked for your
“Username if different” - this is your
married name where applicable. In
the home address section numéro
de voie (road/street name) has been
translated as “channel number” and
lieu dit (a small hamlet) is translated
as “locality”.
Once
complete,
you
should receive an attestation
d'enregistrement by email within
a few minutes. This is a very
important document as it acts as
proof that you are a resident and
have applied for the card. It can be
used for all official purposes such
as at the border, for employers and
for social benefits until you get your
card. It is not known how long the
permits will take to process and
this attestation must be used in the
interim.
In due course, you will be
contacted by your local prefecture
and asked to make an appointment
to provide fingerprints and a
passport photo. Your card will then
be sent to your home address by
recorded delivery.
In general terms, the application
process is as easy as can be expected
and it is essential that all British
residents in France complete their
applications in the next few months
to guarantee their status and rights.
It will almost certainly be much
harder to successfully apply after
July 1st next year, or as a third-party
national for those arriving after 1st
January. ■
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Daylight saving to continue "Gradual" ban on

A

s they have done for decades, the clocks recently went back one hour on the last Sunday in October, although not for the final
time as had previously been planned. The
removal of daylight saving has been on the cards for
a number of years and repeated surveys have shown
public opinion turning against the biannual event. A
recent poll in France, in which more than 2 million
people took part, showed that 84% of the country
would prefer to scrap daylight saving. Of those, 59%
preferred to stay permanently on summer time, with
37% opting to stick with winter time.
The results were remarkably similar to a Europewide survey in 2018 that revealed more than 80% in
favour of leaving the clocks alone. In March 2019,
lawmakers in the European Parliament voted 410 to
192 in favour of ending the practice of changing the
clocks from 2021. According to the legislation, member states would be able to choose whether to remain
on “permanent summer” or “permanent winter” time.
Countries that chose to stay on summer time, as looked
likely in France, would put their clocks forward for a
final time in March 2021 and those that opted to remain on winter time would put their clocks back for
one final time the following October.
The Covid-19 pandemic has now scuppered these
plans, however. Most European governments have
understandably had more important things on their
plate this year than passing the necessary legislation

to abolish daylight saving, and many have not done so.
The changes are not now expected to come into force
until at least 2022.
Arguments for and against daylight saving range
from road safety to energy efficiency to encouraging
consumer spending, but in the modern world, these
are less significant factors. Today, the main argument
against the practice is the health implication of adjusting the body clock, along with the practical overhead
of changing the time twice a year.
The result of remaining on summer time, generally
speaking, would be lighter evenings during winter, but
darker mornings. The variations in sunrise and sunset
times are more pronounced the further north you go, so
Scandinavian countries are currently most affected by
daylight saving, with the effects far less pronounced
in Greece. Previous proposals in the UK to switch to
Central European Time (GMT+1 in winter, GMT +
2 in summer) were vehemently opposed in Scotland
where some areas would not have seen daylight until
10 am.
The idea of daylight saving was introduced during
WWI as a way of conserving energy. Britain has kept
the practice going almost continuously since it was
first brought in, but other European countries did not
adopt the time shift until the oil crisis of the 1970s.
It was most recently re-introduced in France in 1976,
and daylight saving did not come into force across the
whole of the EU until 1996. ■
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all circus animals

T

he government has unveiled plans to “gradually” ban the
use of wild animals in travelling circuses. The announcement was made by Ecology Minister Barbara Pompili who
said the sweeping measures show “our attitude to wild animals has changed”. As part of the same changes, the country's three
dolphinariums will no longer be able to breed dolphins or orcas, and
the farming of mink for fur will also be outlawed. “It is time that our
historic fascination with these wild creatures no longer means they
end up in captivity,” Pompili added.
The decision was swiftly hailed as “an historic victory” by animals
rights group PETA which said in a statement that: “Champagne bottles are being uncorked here. Thank you to all those who have helped
bring this about.”
Other campaign groups welcomed the move, but urged that the
changes should be brought in without delay. The minister, however,
was vague on exactly when mink farms would be closed and the use
of wild animals for entertainment banned, saying only that it would
be in “the years to come”, adding that “putting a date on it does not
solve all the problem”.
The minister said that €8 million had been put aside to support impacted businesses and that “solutions will be found on a case-by-case
basis, with each circus, for each animal. We ask circuses to reinvent
themselves. It will be a period when they will need support and the
State will be at their side”.
The news has been met with resistance from circus owners who organised protest marches against the changes. There is also expected
to be opposition from the country's fur industry, which has fought
bitterly in recent years against luxury fashion houses going fur-free.
There are an estimated 500 wild animals in French circuses and
the new rules will bring France in line with more than 20 European
countries that have already limited or banned the use of live animals
for entertainment purposes. ■
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New tax unveiled on
larger, heavy vehicles

CC-BY-SA 4.0 Matti Blume

he country's ecology minister, Barbara Pompili, has confirmed that
the government will introduce a
new tax on larger, heavier vehicles
as part of a package of changes forming the
2021 finance law. Under the proposals, any
vehicle weighing more than 1,800 kg will be
subjected to the new tax, which was initially
suggested by a citizens council looking into
green initiatives. The tax will not apply to
electric or hybrid vehicles.
The citizens’ Climate Convention called
for “a strong increase in fines for polluting
vehicles and to introduce weight as one of
the criteria to take into account”, originally
suggesting a weight limit of 1,400 kg. The
plans appear to contradict the view of the
minister for the economy, Bruno Le Maire,
who said in an interview in September: “In
the current economic context, I do not wish
to see any rise in taxes, and I want to protect industrial jobs, factories, and the buying
power of the public.”
Also exempt from the new tax will be
“family vehicles” which seat seven people
or more; industry insiders say that the tax
is primarily aimed at large, high-polluting
SUVs that are often used by just one or two
people. The increasing popularity of SUVs
means that they represent over one third of

all vehicle sales in the country, according
to the NGO WWF France. “If you travel
around in a car that weighs 200 kg more
than a standard car, it generates 20% more
greenhouse gas,” a spokesperson for the
NGO said.
In other news for green-minded motorists, the government has unveiled a new
€1,000 grant for anyone buying a secondhand, fully electric vehicle. Previous grants
have either been for new vehicles or were
means tested. “The grant will be available
across the entire country, without conditions
or means testing, for the purchase of a 100%
electric second-hand vehicle,” confirmed
the junior transport minister Jean-Baptiste
Djebbari.
To further boost the transition to greener
transport, the government has set aside €100
million to hit its target of 100,000 charging stations across the country by the end
of 2021, ahead of the initial target of 2022.
“This is necessary to allow long-distance
journeys. I have set the objective so that all
motorway service stations will be equipped
first, and national roads as quickly as possible,” the junior minister explained. “Along
with the absence of charging points in residential areas, this is one of the major blocks
to developing electric vehicle use today.” ■

Set In Stone

@WTrelcat (Twitter)

T

Warning: you are now
entering the countryside

T

here has always been tension in the country's rural areas between locals and city
dwellers who buy second homes in the countryside or who move there from the
cities to retire. A number of high-profile cases in recent years have featured
noisy cockerels, smelly cows, mating frogs and annoying church bells.
In general terms, those complaining have received little support in the media coverage
and local officials have vigorously defended their rural way of life. One mayor, in the
heart of the Munster valley in northern France, has taken it one step further, installing a
sign at the entrance to the village warning visitors that they are entering the countryside.
The sign at Muhlbach-sur-Munster in the Haut-Rhin department reads: “Beware, you
are in the countryside. Here, we have two church bells that ring regularly, cockerels that
crow in the early morning, and herds of cows living in the fields, some with bells around
their necks.”
“If you can not bear these countryside noises, from a village aiming to develop itself
reasonably, that is your right,” the message continues. “But respect this area and the
people who live here.”
“It is part of our culture and people have to be tolerant,” explained mayor Patrick Althusser. “We are not looking for controversy. This sign is more about awareness, not a
warning. Sometimes, people who come for a long weekend or on holiday forget that there
are these kind of noises.”
The rising tensions in recent years led one MP to recently submit a bill to parliament
aiming to grant the sounds of the countryside protected status. “If we get this status, it
will be a guarantee for a farmer not to find himself in front of the judges because his
cows moo too much before being fed or because his donkey brays during the hot season.
It's humiliating for rural folk to find themselves in court because of someone who comes
from elsewhere. When I go into town, I don't ask them to remove the traffic lights and
cars!” ■
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Controversy over foreign food
aisles in French supermarkets

Pet dog killed
by giant owl

T

A
credit: www.iosminaret.org

he country's interior minister caused controversy during a recent interview on
BFMTV when he expressed
his “shock” at the presence of “foreign
food” aisles in supermarkets. Gérald
Darmanin made the comments during
an interview in the wake of the killing
of school teacher Samuel Paty, whose
murder was described by President
Macron as an “Islamic terrorist attack”.
“It has always shocked me to go
into a supermarket and see an aisle of
food from a particular community,”
the minister said before arguing that
such things are the start of communautarisme, a concept that has no direct
translation in English but refers to the
forming of individual, separated communities.
When challenged by the interviewer as to whether he wanted to ban ethnic food aisles in supermarkets, Darmanin said it was not up to him and
pushed the responsibility over to big
business owners, who should do their
part in “fighting separatism”. “I think
French capitalism and global capitalism have a responsibility. If you
sell clothes for one community, perhaps you are playing a role in forming communities. I’m simply calling
on CEOs to understand that they can
contribute to public peace and the
fight against separatism.”
The comments were met with con-

fusion and ridicule online, with many
pointing out that restaurants typically
specialise in a regional or national cuisine and questioning whether Easter
chocolates would be the next victim
of his secular, republican menu. As
the comments gathered increasing
attention, the minister backtracked
somewhat, saying that he had not been
referring to “respectable” halal and
kosher products.
The minister did have his defenders,
with Express columnist Christophe
Barbier arguing that dedicated aisles
did promote separatism. “Darmanin is
right. A kosher food aisle or halal food

aisle is the beginning of communautarisme,” the journalist said in a video
put out on Twitter. “Of course we need
to be able to find halal food or kosher
food in the normal, general aisles. But
one dedicated aisle is the beginning of
communautarisme, because we know
that everyone who goes there is Muslim or Jewish.”
The columnist went on to say that
Breton and Mexican - and presumably
British - aisles did not fall under the
same concerns because, “when you
see someone go into the Mexican or
Breton aisle, you don't say 'hey, that's
a Mexican' or 'that's a Breton'." ■

Is it about time
you put that door
or window in...?

couple in the south of France were forced
to look on in horror as their pet dog was attacked and killed by a huge owl. The giant
Eurasian eagle-owl, which had first been
spotted around the village in June this year, struck in
the early evening at their home in Eze, near Nice in the
Alpes-Maritimes department.
“Jade, my 15-month-old Bichon Frise, was waiting
for my wife at the gate. When I switched on the outside
light, I couldn't see her. I did see a large animal and I
thought it might be a wild boar, but then it flew off,”
explained the dog's devastated owner Christian Tesson,
who said he then discovered “an abominable scene”.
“Our bloodied dog was lying there with a huge wound
in its neck. She was already dead, torn apart by a huge
owl!”
The bird returned a further four or five times to try
and carry off the 2.5 kg dead animal, according to the
couple, who subsequently alerted the local mairie, the
gendarmerie and the Ligue de protection des oiseaux
(LPO).
“It is very strange behaviour,” said Benjamin Salvarelli, a spokesman for the LPO, highlighting that such
attacks are incredibly rare. “If it is indeed an eagle-owl,
it is possible that it is accustomed to human contact or
previously lived in captivity. It’s not just the fact that
the bird killed a dog that is panicking people, but its behaviour in general. It doesn’t appear to be afraid of people and it is hanging around in the same area of Eze.”
The Eurasian eagle-owl is one of the largest living
species of owl and favours mountainous terrain or remote coniferous forests. The largest can weigh more
than 4 kilograms and have a wingspan as large as 2 metres. They are a protected species in France which will
pose extra problems for local authorities if they try to
catch and remove the huge predator. ■
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Last French hostage released

A

75-year-old French aid worker has returned to France
after being released by her captors in Mali. Sophie
Pétronin, who was the last known French hostage being held worldwide, was welcomed back to France
by Emmanuel Macron and her son, who had been campaigning
tirelessly for her release since her capture in 2016.
“Sophie Pétronin is free. Held hostage for nearly four years
in Mali, her release is a great relief,” Macron wrote on Twitter.
The president also thanked the Malian authorities for their help
in securing her freedom and promised that the French military
would continue its fight against terrorism in the West African
region.
A separatist rebellion in the north of the country began in
2011, creating the conditions for militant jihadists to take control of parts of the region. In 2013, a French-led force helped
seize back territory, but a network of jihadist groups remained
active and have been engaging in attacks and kidnappings ever
since. The resulting conflict has expanded to the centre of the
country as well as nearby Niger and Burkina Faso.
Mali, a former French colony, is home to many of the estimated 5,000 French soldiers currently deployed in West Africa to
fight jihadist insurgents. Between 2014 and 2017, France spent
more than €400 million on its anti-terror Opération Barkhane,
which a Malian minister was quoted as saying costs Paris “2 million euros per day”. To date, 45 French soldiers have lost their
life serving in Mali.
Attacks are common in the region, as are kidnappings, which
provide an important source of income for the separatist groups.
Although there are no details of any deal struck for Pétronin, rumours of an upcoming hostage release began in earnest in early
October when the Malian government released more than 100
suspected or convicted jihadist prisoners and flew them to the
north of the country. Both the Malian and French governments
declined to comment on the affair over the following days, de-

spite intense media interest.
Pétronin was abducted by gunmen on 24 December 2016, in
the northern city of Gao, where she worked for a children’s charity. She had been running Swiss charity Association Aid to Gao
since 2004 and was an expert in guinea-worm disease, which
spreads through contaminated water in northern Mali. The aid
worker had a previous narrow escape in 2012 when Tuareg rebels seized Gao and she was given protection in the Algerian
consulate. When the building came under attack, she escaped
through the back door and fled to Algeria disguised in long
robes. She soon returned to the region, however and was believed to have been suffering from malaria and cancer when she
was subsequently abducted in 2016.
“I hung on. I prayed a lot because I had a lot of time,” Pétronin
told reporters at the French Embassy in Bamako on her release.
“I transformed detention into a spiritual retreat, if one can say
that.” ■

Homeless friends win
€50k on scratch card
Four homeless friends have won a €50,000
jackpot after being given a scratch card outside
a tabac in Brest. The Banco scratch card, which
costs just €1 was bought by a regular shopper
at Le Minuit newsagent in the coastal town in
north-west France. The four friends, three men
and a woman, are all in their twenties and were
a relatively common sight begging in the area.
“Usually people give them a few coins or
something to eat, but this lady decided to give
them a scratch card and came in especially to
buy it after talking to them,” Dominique Pierre,
the co-owner of the tabac said. “To begin with,
they thought they had won €25,0000, but in fact
it was €25,000 and another €25,000 on the same
card” explained Marie Salvi, who was working
on the counter at the time and said it was the
biggest win she had ever seen. “It's strange that
a small piece of paper can change a life.”
After collecting their winnings from the local Française des Jeux office, the four friends
are believed to have left the region and have not
been seen since.
“We are very happy for them, and the publicity has also been good for us,” admitted the
tabac's owner. “It's better that it happened to
them, rather than someone who is not in financial difficulties. We waited until they had left
the area before revealing the win because life on
the streets can be difficult and there are sometimes people looking to settle scores. It's just a
good story.” ■
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Lentils - the foundation of a cuddly winter

here’s
something
comforting
about
lentils. They may look
like the tiny pebbles
that emerge from a pilgrim’s shoe
after a long slog to Santiago de
Compostela. But a good lentil
will soothe a troubled soul just as
much as receipt of the Certificate
of Distance from the Pilgrims
Office that proves you’ve
walked the last 100 kilometres
to St James’s tomb. (Or 200 if
completing on a bicycle).
The world’s oldest cultivated
legume, lentils have sustained the
morale and well-being of nations
from Ireland to India and beyond
for eons. Stuffed with fibre,
they’re a cheap source of protein,
along with some potassium and
vitamin B and minerals. Added
to which, they cook quickly,
most particularly the red ones, so
are economical with fuel. With
sources for sustainable, animalkind food diminishing, and
the quality of the nourishment
from our field-grown produce
diminishing too, we should turn
more to legumes and pulses for
our food.
There are four general kinds
of lentil - red, yellow, green
and brown. The two former are
most common to the kitchens of
the Indian subcontinent. Stewed
with garlic, ginger, and various
spices and flavourings, red and
yellow lentils are transformed
into an abundance of different
dhals, scooped up with chapatis
or naan and eaten with a variety
of vegetable curries or as a side
dish to meat.
Green and brown lentils are the

more common lentils in European
cuisine, although in Britain,
yellow lentils made from split
peas (so more correctly ‘peas’)
are a quintessential part of the
ham hock-and-lentil winter soup
inspired by snert, the ham and
dried green peas soup traditional
in the Netherlands. In both these
soups, it’s acceptable, though not
authentic, to substitute the dried
peas with lentils they resemble.
Green lentils hold their shape
better than red or yellow lentils
and have a more pronounced,
earthy, flavour that doesn’t need
spicing up, only propping up with
a ‘mirepoix’ flavour foundation.
This makes them more generally
able to stand up to becoming a
salad without turning into mush
and become side dishes with a bit
of bite.
Green lentils are cultivated
widely across Europe, Asia and
North Africa. But the very best of
them, and almost blue in colour,
are the smaller lentilles du Puy,
grown in France. These are so
respected, they have their own
Protected Designation of Origin,
used to confirm that only these
lentils carrying the label come
from the prefecture of Le Puy
in the Auvergne region. They’ve
been grown there for over 2000
years. It’s the area’s volcanic soil
that is said to give them their
unique peppery flavour.
(Before you reach to write to
the editor, yes, there also exists
the black lentil, named beluga
after the caviar. But while it, too,
is highly revered and equally
ancient, it isn’t in fact a lentil
at all. It’s an urad bean, grown

© Jessica Spengler (WikiCommons)

T

by Julia Watson

in South Asia. It’s sold whole,
but when it’s split, it’s known as
the white lentil after its creamy
interior.)
Back to the Puy lentils: they
marry so well with so many
soothing anti-winter dishes, you
should stock up with boxes of
them. Sausages are twice as good
with a stew of lentilles du Puy.
Pork, roasted or grilled as chops,
are undressed without a dish of
them alongside.
The secret is in what you
cook them with, to elevate their
glory. The list should include
a mirepoix of onion, garlic,
carrots and celery, all neatly and
finely diced. It might include

lardons for added smokiness,
into whose fat you soften the
previous ingredients. A bay leaf
and a good strong stock is then
added to cover the lentils, which
are stewed over a gentle heat
with a saucepan lid on a slant
(more liquid added if they are
drying out), until they are cooked
through. Then, before serving as
a side dish, throw in a small glass
of Cognac and stir. For a warm
winter salad, omit the Cognac
and make a mustardy vinaigrette,
then pile the lentils onto a platter
lined with leaves of lettuce or
mâche.
If you remove half of lentils
and blitz them to a purée then

pour them back into the pan
with the whole lentils - adding
more stock or water if it needs
a little thinning - you have made
a satisfying soup you can dress
with garlicky croutons.
If you add leftover lentils to a
quantity of mashed potato, roll
them into balls and then into
a little flour or breadcrumbs
and gently fry them, you’ve
made a croquette that British
grandmothers might have called
a rissole.
Julia Watson has been a longtime Food Writer for newspapers
and magazines in the US and the
UK.

Find us on Facebook... www.facebook.com/TheBugleFrance

Mini Digger

with Driver for Hire

Landscaping, Ditching,
Land Clearance etc.
Hedge Removal and
Stone Wall Construction
John Bonella

87440 Marval

05 55 53 03 56

siret no. 523 183 580 00019

john.bonella@gmail.com

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu

DAVID CARDWELL
PROFESSIONAL

BUILDER

Home renovations / Ground works
Block works / Verandas, Abris & Terraces
Barn doors & Shutters
Also available: digger & driver
Planning permission assistance and design available
HNC and ONC qualified, 15 years experience & 7 in France
Based near Lubersac (dept 19)
Tel: 05 55 98 24 12 - Mob: 07 82 78 01 31
Email: dave.cardwell@yahoo.co.uk
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Buying or selling small items...?
Check out our online Classifieds... updated daily!

www.thebugle.eu/classifieds.php

To place a Classified, simply email details of your item for sale to notices@thebugle.eu

Can a UK-based adviser continue to support you
from 2021? Four things to consider - Blevins Franks

R

eassuringly, even if there is a
no-deal Brexit, citizens’ rights
for UK nationals legally settled in France by 31 December 2020 are protected under the UK-EU
Withdrawal Agreement. There are no
such guarantees, however, in the area
of financial services, which could affect whether you can continue to receive
UK-based advice and services as an EU
resident.
With no certainty that negotiations
will be resolved in time, make sure you
check that your financial planning – and
adviser – will stand up to the challenges
that Brexit may bring. Here are four key
considerations.
1. The end of passporting
If you have a good relationship with
your UK-based financial adviser, you
may understandably wish to continue using them, despite now living in a different country. However, you need to make
sure they can legally continue to advise
you after the Brexit transition period.
Under today’s rules UK-based financial businesses can ‘passport’ out of the
UK and into Europe – but this will no
longer apply after 31 December 2020.
‘Passporting’ enables cross-border
transactions between EU member states
through shared financial regulation. It
is currently possible because the UK
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) is
bound by the same rules and standards
as other regulators in the EU. But once
the UK leaves the EU, the regulation of
financial activity and consumer protection may not continue to line up on both
sides. As such, unless a mutual deal is
agreed on financial services, the EU will
not permit ongoing passporting arrangements for UK financial businesses and
advisers from 1 January 2021.
Some UK financial firms have put provisions in place to continue working in
an EU/EEA country post-Brexit, but others have not. We have already seen letters from major UK banks to EU-based
clients, advising they will be withdrawing services and recommending they
make arrangements now with an alternative provider who can support them.
Make sure you understand your provider’s legal position for clients in
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France.
2. The limits of UK advice
If you still retain UK investments, a
UK-based adviser may be able to continue supporting you there. But if you hold
savings and investments with an EUbased institution, from 2021 they may
not accept instructions, such as top-ups,
from a UK adviser. The financial regulator in France, for example, has already
confirmed it will be illegal for French
banks and insurance firms to do business
with a provider who is not authorised in
the country. Similarly, while the Central
Bank of Ireland has enabled a three-year
grace period for servicing existing insurance contracts, it will not allow unregulated entities to renew or create new policies from 2021.
We can expect similar positions to be
taken by other EU regulators seeking to
protect consumers in their country, so
this could limit the planning opportunities for expatriates using UK-based advisers.
Also make sure you check if there will
be any practical challenges to keeping a
UK-based adviser. Will you have to travel to the UK for meetings and paperwork
requirements? Consider how this would
work in situations where you need funds
quickly or if you are unable to travel
through illness or sudden travel restrictions.
3. The advantages of local knowledge
As well as the legal and practical
implications, you should also review
whether an adviser based in a different
country is best placed to help you take
advantage of opportunities available to
you in France.
Will they fully understand the intricacies of the tax regime in France and
how it interacts with UK taxation? Will
they have in-depth knowledge of the local residence, domicile, tax, succession
law and reporting rules? Do they know
about – and have access to – tax-efficient
solutions that offer significant benefits to
French residents? Who will foot the bill
or face the consequences if they get things
wrong?
While UK-based advisers may be ex-
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perts on the ins and outs of the UK system for residents there, it is unlikely that
they have the same in-depth knowledge
for another country. Nor should they!
4. The suitability of UK planning
Remember: financial planning that is
tailored for a UK resident is unlikely to
remain suitable once you become resident
elsewhere. Ideally, you should review
your arrangements before you move to
minimise taxation when changing residency and make the most of tax-efficient
opportunities in your new home.
If you are holding on to UK savings
and investments, beware that they can
lose their tax benefits once you are living in France. Once they cease to be EU/
EEA assets from 2021 and you are no
longer a UK resident, they could potentially attract a higher tax bill, in either or
even both countries. Meanwhile, French
residents have access to locally-compliant alternatives that can offer other advantages besides tax-efficiency – such as

multi-currency and estate planning flexibility – so explore your options.
As full Brexit draws ever nearer, it
has never been more important to ensure
your financial affairs are both compliant and suitable for your life in France.
Secure financial peace of mind by talking to an experienced, locally-based adviser, as soon as possible before the 2020
Brexit deadline. . ■
Tax rates, scope and reliefs may change.
Any statements concerning taxation are
based upon our understanding of current
taxation laws and practices which are
subject to change. Tax information has
been summarised; individuals should
seek personalised advice.
Keep up to date on the financial issues
that may affect you on the Blevins Franks
news page:
www.blevinsfranks.com
Tel: 05 53 63 49 19
Email: bergerac@blevinsfranks.com
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Animals & Pets
Antiques/Brocantes
Auto & Bike Services
Building Services
Chimney Sweeps
Cleaning Services
Computers, TV & Satellite
Food & Drink
Garden Services
General

Dog Guest Home sales@thebugle.eu
(NOT KENNELS)

Animals
& Pets
Champlong
Chatterie

Caring, quiet accommodation
just for cats
JUNCT 22 off A20, Arnac la Poste

Alison & Ray

Tel: 05 55 60 27 83

champlongchatterie@me.com
www.champlongchatterie.com
SIRET: 520 896 671 00010

Valhalla
dog
holidays

Your dog(s) looked after indoors at our
country home with a safe enclosed garden area.
Walked twice a day in our woods
and surrounding fields.
Must be able to socialise with other dogs.
Free introductory trial: morning or afternoon.
Nr. Châteauneuf-La-Foret, Linards.
30 mins from Limoges airport.
10 € / half day
Call Jane:

05 55 00 34 79/06 18 58 93 88
or Emily: 06 71 15 15 65
waggingtails87@hotmail.com
Siret: 792 142 341 00017

Antiques/
Brocantes

Open 365 days a year
Call Leanne on:

05 55 80 42 47
or email

leaberry24@yahoo.co.uk
siret: 810 192 807 00016

LA BRAUDERIE
BROCANTE
Le Bourg, Chavanat 23250
Crossroads D3 & D10

Your
advert
here

Tel (FR): 07 80 00 46 23
UK: +44 (0)7902 838 776
siret: 803 910 942 00025

06 04 17 80 93

Building
Services
Architects/Surveyors

Auto & Bike
Services

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

FR: 0033 (0)6 52 06 22 79
UK: 0044 (0)7448 466 662

Web: www.versineer.com
Email: enquiries@versineer.com

Suppliers of Car & Van
Spares & LHD headlights,
anywhere in France
JOHN SOWERSBY

+44 (0)7830 170761

motorptscharente@aol.com
www.motorpartscharente.com

Ferguson's
Bicycle Repairs
and Servicing
All makes & models of cycles
repaired & serviced incl. E-bikes
Mobile service available,
I can come to you

€50 grants as part of government
'coupdepoucevelo' bike boost
30 years experience
Servicing from €35
Based in Chenerailles (23130)

Tel: 05 55 80 22 64
Mob: 07 86 31 98 25

fergusonvelo@gmail.com
facebook@fergusonvelo
SIRET: 878 836 170 00018

RING BILL!
Registered Car Mechanic

05.55.81.31.85

See Display Ad Below

Architectural
DRAWING
SERVICE

KD Creative Carpentry
& General Maintenance

Renovating your
French property?

40 years experience fully qualified
fitting of kitchens, wardrobes, windows,
doors, stairs, balconies, decking, etc.
Small general maintenance jobs.
Reasonable rates.
30km radius of Mérinchal (23420)
Please contact Kevin:

New build?

yorkienboo@gmail.com

Dossiers prepared
Permis de Construire
Déclarations Préalables

Tel: 05 53 52 36 05

lavieilleabbaye@orange.fr
SIRET: 493 770 358 00015

At Masterplans.eu we can help guide you
through your planning application in France.
From initial feasibility to completed dossiers.
We will compile all the relevant drawings and
complete the necessary paperwork to ensure
your application proceeds smoothly.
We are equally at home working with clients
here in France or those living abroad.

Tel: 05 55 80 72 83
Mob: 06 33 07 29 72
Email: info@masterplans.eu
www.masterplans.eu
Siret: 790 016 984 00011

06 25 94 44 63
Siret No. 885 154 948 00016

Carpenter
All types
Best Rates
Available Immediately
References available
Call Mark:

06 45 82 34 03
Siret 798 692 778 00011

Neuvialle Menuiserie

Mike Christie
05 55 64 35 11 / 07 61 76 97 41
see main ad below

NEUVIALLE MENUISERIE
JOINERY

no job too small - very competitive rates
30 Years’ Experience Joiner
Kitchens, Bedrooms & Bathrooms
Flooring & General 2nd Fix
Finishing, Joinery & Decking
Emergency Lock Services
Granulés du Limousin

Mike Christie
05 55 64 35 11 (Home)
07 61 76 97 41 (Mobile)
mgchristie2013@gmail.com

Siret: 802 265 728

■ ... much more
Dept. 23 & surrounding areas

Building
Services
Carpenters/Joiners

CHARENTE

05 55 81 31 85
(contrôle technique)

Pre-purchase & Structural Surveys.
Verbal & written reports.
Structural calculations & drawings.
Redevelopment ideas & solutions.
Tim Haw B.Eng C.Eng M.I.Struct.E

MOTOR PARTS

Registered
Car Mechanic
■ Services
■ Brakes
■ MOT Prep

CHARTERED
STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER

Siret: 498 843 051 00018

RING BILL!

SIRET: 494 617 798 00017

Gifts & Crafts
>> pg 19
Handholding & Language
>> pg 19
Health & Beauty
>> pg 19
Insurance & Finance
>> pg 19
Pools & Spas
>> pg 19
Property Sales & Maintenance>> pg 19-20
Retail & Commerce
>> pg 20
Scrap & Clearance
>> pg 20
Support & Counselling
>> pg 20
Transport/Removals/Storage >> pg 20

20€ / night

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Small, friendly English-run
kennels in Bétête (23270)

06 04 17 80 93

>> pg 14
>> pg 14
>> pg 14
>> pg 14-17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17
>> pg 18
>> pg 18
>> pg 18-19
>> pg 19

DIRECTORY ♦ 15

NOVEMBER 2020 ○ THE BUGLE ○ www.thebugle.eu

CARPENTER
AND BUILDER
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1986

Building Services
Electricians
& Plumbers

Portfolio available to view at

www.jonesentreprise.com
Jeff Jones: 05 55 62 46 21
Mob: 06 38 25 74 62
email: jones23entreprise@orange.fr
siret: 810 322 123 00011

Entreprise
Maeva
Qualified French
Artisan / Carpenter

Specialist in woodwork, painting,
window / door fitting as well as
all maintenance, renovation & upkeep
of your house and garden.
50km radius of Bénénvent-l'Abbaye (23210).
English spoken.
Call Aymerick (Rick):

07 69 34 75 02

Email: entreprisemaeva@gmail.com

Maurice Baynes

PLUMBING
& HEATING

Domestic and commercial
Bathroom design
and installation
Heating systems
Tiling and full fit out
Fully Insured
All areas covered
mauricepbaynes@gmail.com

Tel: 07 87 01 70 30
siret: 887 841 088 00016

see main ad - pg 6

SKILLED JOINER

INSTALLATION23

A. Wright

Carpenter & Joiner
06 35 12 10 66

No Siret: 494 916 760 00015

Will Fit For You:

•Stairs (can custom build)
•Doors •Windows •Fitted Kitchens
•Floors (wooden, laminate, etc.)
•Fitted Wardrobes & Cupboards
Over 40 years experience

CALL: 06 80 58 06 08
Siret: 492 869 649 00011

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:
sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

• UK NICEIC approved Electrician
• Rewiring
• External & garden lighting
• All aspects of electrical works
• Fully insured - (10 year Decennale)
• Satellite Installation
• Departments covered 87, 23 & 19
05.55.69.75.67 / 06.89.47.69.71
email: rofesteven@yahoo.co.uk

www.roferenovation.com

See full list of works carried out
on the website
Siret No. 501.792.386.00010

Carlos

Electrician/Plumber
05 55 62 63 82
see main ad below

Qualified & specialising in:
• Electricity
• Plumbing
• Small renovations
(bathrooms, kitchens, etc.)

Fully registered & insured
English & Dutch spoken
Based in the east of Creuse
Call or email Rob:
E: installation23@gmail.com

M: 06 40 56 96 12
Siret: 753 054 030 00014

Pink Electrique

Ruth & Geoff Kowalczyk
Project management. All electrical work, home
automation & security. Please see our website for
more information. French qualified and insured.
30+ years worldwide experience.
Departments covered: 23, 36, 87.

Tel: 05 55 63 10 68
Mob: 06 64 59 48 64

Email: pink-electrique@laposte.net
www.pink-electrique.fr
SIRET: 788 709 871 00016

La Noneix
Fosse Septique 23 Construction
Steve. JOHNS. SARL
& Property Services

Fosse Septique Specialists
Planning permission arranged
Design and installation
Supply and servicing
DIY and trade kits
Free site visit and devis

05.55.64.11.73
06.70.47.52.96
siret: 824 706 444 00018

Building
Services
General

Paul Jones
Renovation

électricité

Tel: 05 55 64 94 20
Mob: 07 86 38 09 61
* Qualified electrician
* All types of electrical
works carried out
* Free estimates
* Fault finding
* Consuel certification arranged
* Temporary and permanent
EDF supplies arranged
* Departments 23 and 87

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Steven Rofe
28 Years' experience

SALAMANDRE
Keith SLOPER

Siret: 831 957 691 00023

Lumiere Service
et Energie

Entreprise
Electricité Générale
All aspects of electrical
works undertaken
Departments 36, 23 and 87
UK / French Satellite and TV
Aerial installations

06 16 91 64 67

contact@reactive-resource.com
www.reactive-resource.com
Siren: 808 481 170

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
Building
Services
Fosses Septiques

LVL

Les Vidanges Limousines
▪ Emptying septic tanks
▪ Unblocking pipes
▪ Cleaning wells
▪ Group rates available
between neighbours
Call David - 24/24 7/7

06 49 66 44 25
87800 Jourgnac
Siret N° 750 725 780 00019

Experienced and fully registered
artisan, offering a high quality
finish and service
• 10yr Décennale Assurance
• Plasterboarding walls and ceilings
• Tape and Jointing • Kitchen Installation
• Tiling • Carpentry • Patios/Decking

Established, Professional and
Personal Building Services. Fully
registered with décennale
insurance covering all works.

●Renovations
●New builds ●Roofing
●Stonework ●Carpentry
●Ground works

Large or small projects undertaken
- please view our website.
Contact: Paul or Joanne Rands

05.55.66.44.06
www.lanoneix.com
Paul.rands@orange.fr
SIRET: 501 144 596 00019

CORE CUT 87
Precision diamond drilling and sawing
Stone and reinforced concrete
Small and large diameter holes
Any wall thickness
If you need a hole, we can drill it

Call: 07 78 40 93 83
Email: corecut87@outlook.com
Siret: 829 857 184 00016

Your
advert
here

Tel: 05 55 69 28 12
Mob: 06 73 18 63 47
Email: pauljones@orange.fr
www.pauljonesrenovation.com

06 04 17 80 93

Dave Cardwell - Builder

A Horrocks & Son

siret no: 495 067 829 00020

05 55 98 24 12

See our Display Ad pg 12

POINTING
FOR ALL YOUR
REPOINTING WORK

Email: repointfr@icloud.com
Tel: 04 73 52 14 43

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

Building and restoration work

06 26 97 28 54
see main ad below

SVH
CONSTRUCTION

All building work undertaken
No job too small
City & Guilds and NVQ
Qualified tradesman
Over 35 years experience
in the construction industry
Based in dept. 23

Mob: 07 85 51 42 66
Tel: 05 55 83 04 11

stevehow101@googlemail.com
Siret: 848 602 934 00012

CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory, call 06 04 17 80 93
ELECTRICIAN/PLUMBER
FROM SMALL REPAIRS
TO COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS
BOILER SERVICING
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED - BASED DEPT 23
lorrainemquintana@gmail.com

05 55 62 63 82

siret: 829 638 741 00019
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Brexit fuels forced UK account closures for expats
Rosemary Sheppard, International Financial Adviser

O

ver the last month
we have had at least
50 enquiries from
worried expats regarding the
closure of UK bank accounts
and credit cards for expats
based in Europe due to Brexit.
In a large majority of cases
we have been able to put
their minds at rest for now
by confirming that to date
only Barclaycard and Coutts
have confirmed that they will
be closing all accounts for
expats that can't provide a UK
residential address. HSBC,
Lloyds and NatWest have said
that they are looking at this
issue but to date no decision

has been made to close
accounts. However, this view
could change in the future.
One client contacted us at
the end of September as she
had been advised that her
Barclaycard would be closed
on 16th November unless she
could provide a UK residential
address, which she can't. The
problem for her is that she
uses this credit card regularly
to order goods online that
need to be paid for in Sterling.
Whilst she could apply for a
credit card in the country she
resides in, they don’t operate
in the same way as UK credit
cards, i.e. they have much
lower credit limits and there is
usually a monthly charge for
holding these unless you meet
certain criteria. Also, more
importantly for her, they are
in Euro. She can’t apply for a
credit card with another bank
in the UK as she doesn’t have

a UK residential address and
as she has been out of the UK
for so long, she doesn’t have a
credit history in the UK.
Another client with UK
banking has been advised that
whilst his bank account will
remain open his investment
through
their
Wealth
Management arm will be
closed in December and that
he needs to move this money
elsewhere. He also uses a UKbased share dealing service
and holds a sizable number
of different shares with them.
He has been advised by them
that if he no longer has a UK
bank account he will no longer
be able to use this service,
likewise with Premium Bonds
and NS&I savings accounts
and bonds, they stipulate that
non-UK residents can hold
these as long as they have a
UK bank account.
As you can see the closure

of one credit card or bank
account can have a knock-on
effect that impacts all areas
of an expat's financial affairs.
The most frustrating thing
is that most UK banks have
known about these potential
problems for years but have
waited till the last moment to
tell their clients (most of them
who have been loyal clients for
more than 20 years), causing
stress and anxiety for many.   
We are working with these
clients and many others to find
the best solutions for them, but
in a number of cases it will
mean completely restructuring
their financial affairs, which
can have tax implications - it
takes time and expertise, but it
can be done.
The best advice I can give
expats is don’t panic and act
in haste. Take advice from a
financial adviser in the country
that you reside in as to what

course of action to take and
when.
If you are or could be
affected by this or would
like a review of your current
financial affairs or any
wealth management matter
please contact me by email:
R o s e m a r y. s h e p p a r d @
blacktowerfm.com, visit our
website www.blacktowerfm.
com or call me on 06 38 86
99 70. Blacktower Financial
Management has over 32
years’ experience helping
expats to make sure that their
money works for them.
The above information was
correct at the time of preparation and does not constitute investment advice and
you should seek advice from
a professional adviser before
embarking on any financial
planning activity.

Blacktower Financial Management Ltd is authorised
and regulated in the UK by
the Financial Conduct Authority. Blacktower Financial Management (Int) Ltd is
licensed in Gibraltar by the
Financial Services Commission (FSC) through whom
we have a registered branch
and passport for financial
services in France. License
number 00805B.

Advertising in The Bugle Business Directory
Advertising your business couldn’t be easier. Text only, boxed listings are available in our Business Directory from just €12.50/month.
Alternatively, why not spotlight your business with an Advertorial, available from 1/6 Page (€50 HT) up to Full Page (€300 HT).
Both Directory Adverts and Advertorials represent a cost effective way to put your brand in front of more than 30,000 pairs of eyes each month!!

For more information on any of our advertising options, please feel free to give us a call
on 06 04 17 80 93 or send an email to sales@thebugle.eu

6-Month Contract

12-Month Contract

Small b&w Directory Ad

€100

€150

Large b&w Directory Ad

€130

€195

Small Colour Directory Ad

€140

€210

Large Colour Directory Ad

€180

€270

All prices exclude TVA (20%)

Large Directory Ad
46mm x 71mm
(Actual Size)
45 words max
Small Directory Ad
46mm x 46mm
(Actual Size)

30 words max

Directory Advertising is available either in black and white or colour, and in either small (30 words max) or large (45 words max) format.
Directory adverts may only contain text (small logos may be allowed when supplied). The minimum contract length is 6 months.
Advertising is payable on publication. All prices are HT.

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory, call 06 04 17 80 93
Les petits jardiniers du Limousin

We are a gardening association based in the Mairie at St. Amand le Petit, between Eymoutiers and Peyrat
le Château. We hold monthly meetings, normally on the third Thursday of the month, starting at 2:30 pm.
Meetings are held in English, but we can also present topics in French. We have lots of different nationalities
amongst our members. Our aim is to provide and promote opportunities for people to develop their interest
and knowledge in horticulture and gardening and related topics in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
In-house workshop meetings, external speakers and visits are on our agenda.
During Covid-19, in common with other Associations, we have not been able to have meetings and have kept
in touch with members and friends via our Facebook page, Les petites jardiniers du Limousin where people
post photos of their garden, ask questions and share information. We can all keep in contact on a casual,
friendly basis. We are looking forward to starting meetings again respecting all Covid-19 regulations and look
forward to seeing old friends as well as new faces at the meetings.

The provisional 2021 agenda for future meetings is as follows, subject to no restrictions being in place. Meetings will only re-commence as soon as it is safely possible.
Jan 21st - Presentation: 'Plant name origins'
Jul 15th - Presentation: 'Edible plants & flowers'
Feb
- No meeting
Aug 19th - tba
Mar 18th - Presentation: 'All about Grafting'
Sep 16th - Annual Show
th
Apr 15 - Garden visit and presentation
Oct 21st - AGM + presentation: 'Mushrooms'
th
May 20 - Visit to Jardin botanique, Limoges
Nov 18th - Workshop: 'Diverse ways of seed prep'
Jun 17th - Visit to Custos Apium
Dec 9th - Christmas party
Members and supporters of our Association will receive emails about forthcoming meetings. If you would like to
be on our mailing list then please email me with your name and email address. I will add you to the list and you
will receive all future notifications. Meanwhile take care, happy gardening and hope to see you soon.
For any further information contact Carolyn at pjlimousin@gmail.com

WHAT'S ON
CLUBS, CHARITIES & ASSOCIATIONS
With a second lockdown under way, many of the meetings and
events featured in our What's On and Clubs, Charities & Associations sections will have to be cancelled or postponed.
The situation is changing very quickly, so we have removed these
listings from the newspaper for the time being.
We will, however, continue to update our website with any new
information, so please do check back regularly to keep up to date

www.thebugle.eu/associations.php
www.thebugle.eu/whats_on.php
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Building
Services
General

Max Huggett

Experienced and fully
registered builder with 10
year Décennale Insurance
Offering a broad selection of building
services in depts. 87, 19 & 23.
From one off installations to complete
renovations, construction, decorating,
landscaping and ground works.
E: info@maxhuggett.com

T: 05 55 69 37 64
M: 06 86 62 59 37

www.maxhuggett.com

English & French spoken - Siret: 518 511 340 00011

HANDYMAN/DIY
Can I help you with those jobs
you don't want to do?

• Painting/Decorating • Labouring
• Pressure Washing • General DIY
No job too small, just give me a call!!
All areas covered - Based nr Aubusson (23)

05 55 83 02 77 / 06 30 90 58 90
jonathanpiddock@orange.fr
Siret: 523 955 151 00015

Davis & Davis

35 years' Experience in Construction,
Renovation & Project Management
Quality Workmanship Guaranteed
Internal/ External Developments
Barn conversions, loft conversions, new-build,
drylining, plastering, rendering, spray
rendering, tiling, installation of kitchens/
bathrooms, painting, carpentry, replacement
doors & windows, velux installation, groundworks, landscaping, decking & much more...

No job too big (or small). Give us a
call for a free competitive quote.

05 55 60 29 50 / 06 04 13 30 57
email: davis-davis@sfr.fr

Based near Limoges - Covering depts 87, 23 & 19
Siret: 498 203 652 00017

WASTE REMOVAL
SERVICES

• house/barn clearance
(pre sale / post sale)
• garden/land clearance
• dechetterie runs
• rubbish removal
Specialist equipment available:
• tractor with flail mower,
rotavator, etc.
• vehicle with 1.5 tonne crane

05 55 37 45 35

wasteremovalmultiservices@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/
siret 532 981 198 00015

Stephen Cullinane & Son

Harlequin
Developments
est. 2007

All aspects of renovation
and refurbishment, big or
small, undertaken.
Kitchens fitted and tiled
Replacement doors and windows
Parquet flooring
Oak framed porches
Plasterboard and Insulation

05.55.68.67.56
06.06.60.46.97

Roofing,
Building,
Renovations,
Plastering & stud walls,
... and more!
Fully insured.
e: lowe.steven@orange.fr

harlequindevelopments@live.com
www.harlequindevelopments.com

t: 05 55 50 52 02
m: 07 66 52 33 47

SIRET: 494.501.067.00016

siret: 842 233 108 00013

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

Masonry
& More

General building
Renovation , Roofing
Reliable, good quality work
30 years exp
Scaffold Hire
Martin Sprague

05 55 61 93 07

martin_sprague_1@ hotmail.com
SIRET: 531 768 182 00010

Building
Services
Groundworks
RSW Entreprises

Fosse Septiques/Micro stations

05.55.80.00.57

See our Display Ad - pg 2

S.M.C SERVICES

Excavator with Driver
0044 (0)7831 121 019
see main ad - pg 8

Mini-Digger with driver

05.55.53.03.56

john.bonella@gmail.com
See Main Ad pg 12

Your
advert
here

Entreprise
Hines
06 04 17 80 93
Building & Renovation
● Roofing - New & Repairs
● Masonry
● Plastering
● Dry Lining
● Sand Blasting
● Scaffold Hire
● ... and much, much more

40 years qualified experience

05.55.89.69.46
www.entreprisehines.com
robert.hines@orange.fr
SIRET: 503 169 237 00016

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

GODSON

From the foundations to the roof
Established 13 years in France
05 55 81 00 53 - see pg 7

Travaux Publics
www.fossepro.com
06 33 78 24 23 - pg 3

Your
advert
here

The Reclamation Yard

06 04 17 80 93

STEVE'S
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Confolens

05 45 30 72 04

semm main ad - pg 8

A. Wright

Carpenter & Joiner
06 35 12 10 66
see main ad - pg 6

Building
Services
Lifts & Scaffolding

Cherry
Picker
Services

14.5 metres on a van
lasout@live.com

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89
Call for a quote

Building
Services
Painters/Decorators
Nicholas
Collyer
All aspects of
Interior and
Exterior
decorating
30+ years' experience
Spraying service available
for large areas
Small tractor service cutting & clearance

06 34 24 64 11
or see

www.lakesidebandb.net

Email: akbrunnstrom@yahoo.co.uk
SIRET: 799 067 939 00014

Chimney Sweeping
• Flue ways cleared
• Birds nests, vermin
& debris removed
• Smoke evacuation & gas
tightness tests
• Official certificates of cleaning
issued (Certificat de Ramonage)

www.stovesellers.com

05 55 63 78 72
Siren: 502 409 949

T: 09 88 19 14 05
M: +44 (0)7885 694 313
collyer23360@gmail.com
siret: 883 596 157 00015

Building
Services
Plasterers

Experienced, Registered &
Fully Insured
No mess, no fuss
Email: cinderssweep@gmail.com

T: 07 68 76 39 99
siret: 484 768 700 00029

Able
Plastering

La Petite Ramoneur

All internal and
external works covered
Plastering
(English and French plaster)
Rendering
Concreting
Floor Screeding
Stud Partitioning
Lime Mortar Pointing

Established since 1986

French registered plasterer
with over 30 years’ experience

Tel: 05 55 62 12 39
Mobile: 06 06 41 10 30
Siret: 527 906 614 00013

CHRIS

THE PLASTERER
A genuine plasterer
French and English spoken
Traditional Plastering
Rendering, Stud partition dry lining
Lime mortar stone pointing

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION

05 55 63 53 06
06 23 29 48 19
christopher.willis@orange.fr
Le Bourg, 23360 Nouzerolles
SIRET: 504 612 441 00015

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Building
ANGLO
SCAFFOLDING Services
Roofing
HIRE
UK scaffolding supplied and
erected here in France
Qualified and fully insured
FREE no obligation quotes
Call Ian on

Chimney
Sweeps

MUMFORD TOITURE
Roofing & Plastering/
Plasterboarding Service

25+ years roofing experience
All aspects of roofing, large or small
15+ years experience plastering/boarding
Fully registered and insured
Trading in France since 2007
Call Mark for a free quotation

05 55 44 71 44 / 06 78 60 96 16
mumford.toiture@gmail.com
Siret No. 493 159 412 00011

THE LADY
SWEEP
Brush & Vacuum

All types of chimney
Fully Insured
Call Ruth Langston

02 54 31 48 50
06 25 61 84 95 (SMS only)
siret 504 218 454 00016

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:
sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93
Cleaning
Services
Impeccable
Cleaning Services
Cleaning service for your home,
gîtes, small office, etc.
Regular hours or one-time cleans.
Reliable and trustworthy.
30km radius of Mérinchal (23420)
Please contact Deborah:

06 25 94 44 63
yorkienboo@gmail.com
Siret No. 884 983 040 00012

CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...

18 ♦ DIRECTORY

www.thebugle.eu ○ THE BUGLE ○ NOVEMBER 2020

ADVERTORIAL

“SolarVenti”- the solar solution to damp and humidity

A

simple solar energy
system that runs on its
own, even when you are
not there! – And provides a free
heat supplement in winter.
The Solarventi air panel was
invented more than 20 years
ago by Hans Jørgen Christensen, from Aidt Miljø, with
the backing of the Danish
government. He wanted to use
the sun’s energy for airing and
ventilation of the thousands
of holiday homes on the West
coast of Jutland, - houses that
were left empty and unheated
for long periods - houses with
damp problems, mould and bad
odours - houses that left their
owners with discomfort, lots of
work and expense. He wanted
a system that would be safe,
simple, without the need for
radiators, water and/or mains
electricity. Slowly but surely,
the first Solarventi model came

together.

How it works
The principle behind Solarventi is simple: a small, builtin, solar cell powers a 12V fan
that is connected to an air vent,
a control unit and an on/ off
switch.
Whenever the sun shines, the
air in the solar panel is heated
and the fan, receiving power
from the solar cell, introduces
warm, dry air into your home at
the rate of 20 to 100 cubic metres per hour.
The initial models were more
than capable of keeping the cottages dry (and ventilated), even
with the limited sunshine hours
available in Denmark during
the winter season. Since that
time, the technology has really come along in leaps and
bounds. Now, more than 20
years later, the 3rd and 4th generation Solarventi have exceed-

ed all expectations.
In Southern Europe, Solarventi is not only used for
ventilation/dehumidification
purposes; with far more winter
sunshine hours, it also provides
a substantial heating supplement. Several technical and
governmental studies show that
incoming air temperature can be
increased by as much as 40°C.
A DIY Solution?
The installation process is
very straightforward and should
only take two or three hours. All
that is needed is a drill, hammer
and chisel to make a hole in the
wall. Roof installations are also
possible. In fact, the Solarventi
was originally designed to be a
DIY product - in Scandinavia it
still is.
There are no electrical or
water connections and it can be
safely left running, even when

Email: garygoodwin121@gmail.com
siret: 453 067 910 00019

Stephen Wisedale

WiFi Anglais
Solve your Internet,
Wi-Fi and
computer problems

facebook.com/britishmarketstall

see main ad - pg 7

Your
advert
here
Food &
Drink

Siret: 800 525 040 00013

see main ad - pg 4

For all your TV
and satellite
installations and repairs
(Sky TV, Internet etc.)
Call Patrice:

06.79.07.91.56

libre.antenne87@gmail.com
Fast dependable service
Based Séreilhac (87)
siret: 353 613 227 00035

‘Chou Chou’

British Market Stall

Web Design / eCommerce / hosting

www.wifianglais.com
Email: hello@wifianglais.com
Tel: 05 53 30 23 96
Mob: 07 78 52 20 46

www.weblova.com

Garden
Services

L'homme de l'ecosse

06 04 17 80 93

logo / branding / web design / social media

06 04 17 80 93

janinedisney@aol.com

siret: 498 199 306 00016

Wi-Fi networks for homes, gîtes and
small businesses. Outdoor Wi-Fi
4G Internet. Windows and MacOS.

Weblova

Home delivery possible - see website

m : 07 70 39 12 23

06 37 82 56 67 / 05 55 60 62 36

Try Something Different

Chez Jacques
Marsac (23)
• Cosy atmosphere
• Speciality Crêpes
• Large burger menu
• Around 115 single malt whiskies
• Selection of bottled British ales
• Book corner, pool table
• "Mouclade" nights
• Curry nights

05 87 40 02 83
closed Wednesdays

DMS gardening
& cleaning services

Follow us on facebook
e : mandyscurry2go@gmail.com

For menus and venues:

www.mandyscurry2go.com

SALES & INSTALLATION OF ALL SATELLITE
SYSTEMS & AERIALS. FAULT FINDING.

SOLARVENTI - Available in the Limousin
From Harlequin Developments
Tel: 05 55 68 67 56
Mobile: 06 06 60 46 97

Your
advert
here

Mobile Curry Take Away

GOODWIN
SATELLITE
Tel: 05 55 62 05 61
Mob: 06 52 38 67 65

Units start from €490 TTC.

Mandys-curry-2-go

Computers,
TV &
Satellite

Dept 23 & surrounding areas

the property is empty. Solarventi requires no maintenance
- if the property is unoccupied
during the hot summer months,
then it can be left running at low
speeds for ventilation and dehumidification purposes or simply
switched off.
With a range of panel sizes,
and the option for wall or roof
mounting, Solarventi is suitable for all types of buildings,
caravans or even boats!! Following the patenting of its design in 2001, Solarventi has
only recently been actively
commercialized. Over the last
six years, Solarventi units have
been installed in more than 24
countries and demand is increasing rapidly. From Greenland to Australia, Solarventi is
finally getting the recognition it
deserves. ■

+33 (0)6 79 23 57 09 +33 (0)7 69 14 49 73
see main ad - pg 10

Le Creusois

GARDEN SERVICES

Les Genêts, Azerables

Grass Cutting
Strimming
General Maintenance
Based La Souterraine (23)

Bar/Restaurant

High quality British & French food
at reasonable prices.
Menu du Jour €12, Traditional Pub
Food, Vegetarian dishes, Childrens
& Snack menus also available

Paul Brown

05.55.63.90.79

Tel: 05 55 89 57 40
brownpaul006@gmail.com

SIREN: 483 988 853

Siret: 483 059 242 00030

www.lecreusoisbistro.com

Thé Bonbons Cadeaux
7 ave Jules Courivaud, Magnac-Laval
Tearoom / Gifts / Clothes
06 72 38 82 20 - See main ad, pg 4
26, Ecurat 23150

Le Restaurant Ecurat

Open Wed, Thu & Fri
New fast food menu
Lunchtime 'menu ouvrier'
11am-2pm & 7pm-9.30pm
Fish & chips and Curry nights,
Salon de Thé and Diner le soir
* Reservation in advance please *
For more information:

tel: 05 55 81 31 85

email: ecurat123@hotmail.com
2km from Chénérailles and the
Chateau Villemonteix.

Entreprise
Maeva

Garden Maintenance

Strimming, hedge cutting,
lawn mowing, general upkeep.
Daily rates and/or monthly contracts.
40 km radius - Bénévent-l'Abbaye (23210)

07 69 34 75 02

entreprisemaeva@gmail.com
Siret: 831 957 691 00023

Team Jardin
www.teamjardin.fr

Reliable, professional and
friendly garden services.
Garden Maintenance. Land Clearance.
Garden Construction.
Bespoke long-term maintenance plans.
Tel: 05 55 37 18 03
Mob: 06 33 66 17 45
e-mail: darren@teamjardin.fr
Siret No. 752 549 907 00018

Now taking on new clients for 2020 for all
your cleaning and gardening needs,
including changeovers and key holding.
Reliable, trustworthy and experienced.
Areas 16/87/86/24 covered

06 42 14 26 56
siret: 827 791 054 00014

Magnat-l’Etrange, Creuse (23)

RHS qualified horticulturalists
Clearance, weeding, pruning, topiary,
planting, maintenance, design.
Day or half day rates.
Excellent references. All work by hand.
Mob: +44 (0)7979 745 861
chouchouhorticulture@hotmail.com
siret: 877 702 696 00015

Maintenance gardener
Stephen Grendon

Need some advice?
Too much like hard-work?
30 years of experience

TEL: 06 72 11 62 15
stengrendon1@gmail.com
Based in St-Julien-le-Petit (87460), covering
St. Léonard, Peyrat, Eymoutiers, Bujaleuf.
siret: 839 102 415 00016

GARDEN AND
PROPERTY
SERVICES 87
Garden maintenance including grass
cutting and hedge trimming.
Gîte changeovers, cleaning
and jet washing.
Areas covered: 45 minutes around
Lussac-les-Eglises, 87360
(Departments 87, 23 and 36)
Contact Glen:

05 44 25 55 04

or UK mobile: 07955 488 194
glenchell2003.wixsite.com/gardenservices87
Siret No. 884 266 305

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory,
call 06 04 17 80 93 or email sales@thebugle.eu
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Purple Solutions
Garden Maintenance

06 72 87 87 14
see main ad - pg 10

General

Naturalis Pools

Your
advert
here

www.naturalispools.com

06 31 17 25 60
see main ad - pg 2

Property
Sales &
Maintenance

06 04 17 80 93
MR PIANO MAN

Insurance
& Finance

Piano Tuning and Repairs

05 45 21 16 13
see main ad - pg 4

Gifts &
Crafts

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Handholding &
Language
Services

Jenny Homer BA Hons, PGCE

Online French Tuition

Qualified Teacher of French,
formerly teaching in my classroom in Eymoutiers,
but now online! If I have been able to improve my IT
skills, I can guarantee you can improve your French.
More information on my website.
Now offering small group tuition online at levels
to suit your needs. My priority is on speaking and
understanding French in daily life.
Get in touch asap to ensure your place
in a class suited to your ability.
The Brexit clock is still ticking! Since 1 April 2020
those applying for citizenship must pass an exam
to prove B1 level French, both spoken and written,
no exemptions for age! For more information...

Email: homer.jennifer@gmail.com
https://homerjennifer.wixsite.com/website
siret: 490 323 243 00025

Sophie Arsac

French lessons
& handholding services
06 61 56 47 17 - pg 11

ADVERTORIAL

W

See our main ad - pg 13

Financial Managment Group

Rosemary Sheppard
06 38 86 99 70 - pg 4

Mobile hairdresser

The Spectrum IFA Group

Call Teddy:

International Financial Adviser

Covering all of La Creuse!

06 15 78 18 04- pg 9

Chez Boutique

Formerly La Petite Place

05.55.60.08.46

Tranquillity
Bien-Être

14 Place de l'eglise, 87470 Peyrat-le-Château
Reflexology - €30 to €40
Indian Head Massage - €30
Indian Face Massage - €50
Simple Face Massage - €30
Gel Nail Polish - €20 to €35
Manicure/Pedicure - €15 to €25
Ear piercing - €30 to €35
Spray Tan - €15 to €20
Massage from €10 upwards.
Pamper days for up to 5 people
(Ideal for get togethers!!)
Also, gifts, cards and more available to buy!!
20 % off first visit, 10% off second with this advert

T: 06 51 20 26 37
E: tranquillitypeyrat@gmail.com
W: www.facebook.com/tranquillitypeyrat/

Caring for
your home in
France when
you can’t
be there

Garden & Pool Maintenance
General Maintenance & Small
Renovation work including
plasterboarding, tiling, painting, etc.
Changeovers/House Cleaning
Ad-hoc Assistance
References available
Contact Mark or Trudy...

T: 05 55 67 90 47 / P: 06 40 75 74 47
E: marktrudy0506@gmail.com
W: www.creusepropertycare.com
Siret: 479 965 758 00028

Leggett

Tony Farrell

rebecca.meiner@leggett.fr

05 55 89 57 94 - see pg 7

see main ad - pg 7

Pools &
Spas

See our Display Ad - pg 4

Advertising with The Bugle

ith 11 years’ experience delivering
print advertising to an expat market,
The Bugle represents one of the most
cost-effective ways to let English speakers know
about your business. An advert with The Bugle
starts from just €12.50 HT per month – that’s less
than 42 cents a day to put your business in front
of more than 30,000 people each month.
In the Limousin we have more than 250 distribution points across the region and surrounding
areas where readers can pick up a copy for free.
We also distribute 3,500 copies through Limoges
Airport, which means that we are in the perfect
position to target not only residents and secondhome owners, but also tourists and those new to
the region.
The Bugle is the only English language newspaper dedicated to the Limousin - in fact, today,
The Bugle is the only free English language
newspaper in France and we are growing all the
time.
If you would like to discuss any of our advertising options further, why not give us a call today to find out more about the ways that we can
help you grow your business.

management advisers

www.blevinsfranks.com

Blacktower

Health
& Beauty

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Blevins
Franks
International tax and wealth

Creuse Property Care

Limousin Spas

The region's leading distributor of
Spas, Swim spas, Saunas & Hot tubs

New for 2020

We are pleased to announce our
new range of over 80 Spas, Swim
spas, Hot tubs & Saunas from top
European and U.S. manufacturers.
*Platinum Spas* *Superior Spas*
*BeSpa* * California Spas*
*Superior Saunas*
*Baltic Hot tubs* *Baltic Saunas*

Prices from €2,200
www.limousin-spas.com
enquiries@limousin-spas.com
Tel: 05 55 63 26 20
Siret: 752 157 610 00011

07 88 40 82 34

All Property Diagnostics
for Sales/Rentals
Energy Performance (DPE),
Asbestos, Lead, Electricity,
Gas, Termites, Risks/Pollution,
Measurements
Fluent English speaking.
Technical comments and
advice possible
Contact : 06 28 94 24 00 or
philippe.andre@diagamter.com
See our references on:

www.diagamter.com

CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...

Raft
This lovely boy is Raft and he is
around 9 years old.
What a sad life this little dog has
had. He was found abandoned in
a barn in total darkness, painfully
thin and desperate for food. He had
lived in the barn for the last year
and as a direct result of being kept
in the dark, he had gone blind.
When Raft came to the refuge he
was so sad and lost but with love
and patience he has come on leaps
and bounds and now enjoys his cuddles and his walks, putting his complete trust in you.
Despite everything he has been through this dog bears no grudges and is the sweetest and
kindest little soul. For anyone worried about his blindness, it really doesn't hold him back
and it is a well-known fact that blind dogs will learn to compensate by using their other
senses like hearing, smell and touch.
With winter coming this little boy needs a warm bed in a home where he can be pampered
and loved. Could you be the family to give him his forever home?

T: 06 04 17 80 93
E: sales@thebugle.eu
W: www.thebugle.eu

If you think you you can help Raft then please contact:
SPA de Creuse (Guéret), 21 Le Clocher,
23000 Saint-Sulpice-le Guérétois
www.spa-creuse.com - email spa.gueret@orange.fr
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Retail &
Commerce

Houses on Internet
www.housesoninternet.com

+31 (0)6 41 20 73 69

See our Display Ad - pg 3

'Gite and Tidy'

Property management
All properties looked after,
main residences, holiday homes & gîtes.
Changeovers, cleaning,
tidy ups, maintenance, gardening,
swimming pools, etc.
Single or regular visits.
Fully insured.
Oradour-sur-Vayres (87150).
References available.

www.giteandtidy.com
09 82 12 69 73 (Home)
06 06 40 81 07 (Portable)

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Cendrillon
06 83 66 83 09

www.marcdeschamps.com
see main ad - pg 8

Beaux Villages Immobilier
www.beauxvillages.com

Freephone: 08 05 69 23 23
see main ad - pg 5

Leggett

dianne@leggett.fr

06 02 27 35 96
see main ad - pg 4

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

26, Ecurat 23150

Atelier d'Art du Jardin

Artisan
art
for your
garden

Bruno Sablé

9, St. Louis Pasteur
87150 Oradour-sur-Vayres

Sewing Machine
Repairs
... all makes and models
Also repairs
and maintenance
of small electrical
appliances
M: 06 38 92 61 24
T: 09 51 59 31 43
E: brunosable9@gmail.com

Moulin de Tintin
Furniture, interiors & gifts

www.moulin-de-tintin.com
05.55.79.57.60 - see pg 3

Stove
Sellers
www.stovesellers.com
05.55.63.78.72

2km from Chénérailles and the
Chateau Villemonteix

tel: 05 55 81 31 85
email: ecurat123@hotmail.com

Scrap &
Clearance

Cash paid
for scrap

All Limousin covered
Anything considered
Any quantity

Tel: 05 55 37 45 35
Mob: 06 74 21 47 71

See our Display Ad - pg 9

www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/

Carrefour du
Bois Limousin

OLD'S
HEIGHT

www.chauffagebois-limousin.com
05 55 63 72 45 - see ad pg 14

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Set in Stone

Hand made garden ornaments

https://set-in-stones.weebly.com/

05 55 64 55 70 - see ad pg 9

Très Jolie

Ladies fashion accessories
05 55 53 03 56 / 06 04 08 29 53
see main ad pg 4

siret 532 981 198 00015

Antiquités agricoles
I will buy just about anything in
your barn: agricultural machinery,
cars, motorbikes, lorries, pushbikes,
old wrought ironwork, oil cans,
signs, timberwork and doors...
in fact, anything!!
Just think, that rubbish
could earn you cash!!

CALL: 0633 847 699
siret: 511 127 763 00015

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Man & Van
Transport

Support &
Counselling
COUNSELLING

& PSYCHOTHERAPY

Lesley Kidd MSc & Martin Simpson MSc
• Meet in person & online
• 8 week MBSR courses
• Individuals & Couples
• Borders 87/19/23 (87130)
www.bienetretherapy.com
lesleykidd@hotmail.co.uk
simpson.mj@hotmail.co.uk

SIREN: 818 604 654

Property
Sales &
Maintenance

www.thebugle.eu ○ THE BUGLE ○ NOVEMBER 2020

Communicology Consultancy
For Speech,
Language, Voice,
Stammering Needs
(adults & children)
Confident Communication - Specialist
coaching for anxious communicators
Advice/ Guidance
Coaching/ Programmes
Workshops
Mindfulness/ Relaxation
Support following Stroke/ Parkinsons
Online & Home Visits
Contact Ruth:
E: communicology@mail.com
M: 06 66 46 32 43
W: communicology.co.uk
W: speechtherapyconsultancy.com

Genuine/Reliable/Honest
Local + Europe + UK runs
House/Barn clearances!
15m3 capacity
4m load length
English & French Spoken

09 82 12 69 73
06 06 40 81 07
87150 Oradour-sur-Vayres

www.frenchvanman.eu
Siret 530 213 644 00012

Central
France
Storage

www.centralfrancestorage.com
Dry, safe & secure storage
Brexit Busting Prices!!
Vehicle storage options
We also do internal moves!
14.5m cherry picker available

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89
Email: lasout@live.com
siret: 494 123 847 00019

Transport,
Removals
& Storage

Transition Removals

Watson European

Smart Moves

International Removals

www.watsoneuropean.co.uk
see main ad - pg 6

Buggs Car Hire
Bergerac & Limoges Airports

www.buggscarhire.com
see main ad - pg 11

Franklins Removals

(+33) 05 55 34 19 46

www.transitionremovals.net
see main ad - pg 10

For a fully insured,
careful service

FORTNIGHTLY SERVICES TO FRANCE
FULL OR PART LOADS WELCOME
WE COLLECT FROM
ALL AREAS OF THE UK AND DELIVER
TO ALL AREAS OF FRANCE
Find us on Facebook:
@smartmovesukfrance
Please CALL or EMAIL Stephen

0044 121 353 7263

smartmovers@hotmail.co.uk

see main ad - pg 3

www.smartmovesremovals.com

www.franklinsremovals.co.uk

+44 (0)7966 287 430

Latest news throughout the month: www.thebugle.eu
Cancer Support
Haute-Vienne

affiliated to

Your local Association
supporting English speakers touched by cancer
in departments 87, 23, 19 & 36

HELPLINE 0800 240 200
www.cshautevienne.org

CANCER SUPPORT FRANCE
Charente Plus
Free confidential support for Englishspeaking people touched by cancer
Volunteers & Active Listeners needed (full training will be given)
If you are interested please email: bloomdenis@outlook.com

CSF 24 HOUR HELPLINE - 0800 24 02 00
email: csfcharenteplus@gmail.com

Facebook : Cancer Support France - Charente-Plus

STAY
HOME
STAY
SAFE

CHARITY SHOP

Do please come in and visit us.
We are located at:
3 rue Nationale, 16150 Chabanais
(entrance opposite the mairie, directly behind
Petticoat Lane – we are on the first floor upstairs)

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesday & Wednesday 10 am – 4 pm
Sorry – no books or electrical goods

